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PREFACE 
 
In the case of good books, the point is not how many of them you can get through, but rather how many can 
get through to you. 
‘Std. VIII: My English Book’ is a complete and thorough guide critically analysed and extensively drafted 
to simplify learning and boost the student’s confidence. This book facilitates learning by segregating each 
chapter into different extracts based upon the pattern followed by Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook 
Production and Curriculum Research, Pune. 
Every chapter in the book begins with a Glossary that contains meanings of difficult and uncommon words in 
English as well as Marathi. It is followed by Paraphrases of the poems and Summaries of the Chapters that are 
also translated in Marathi for quick and easy understanding.  
We’ve presented students with an exhaustive practice of Grammar and Vocabulary in this book, which is 
present in every Extract as well as in the form of Word Play and Language Study towards the end of the book. 
We’re sure this additional practice would enhance the language skills of the students manifold.  
The book also covers a separate section on Unseen Passages as well as Writing Skills. The section on Skill 
Development towards the end of the book includes the topics ‘Live English’ and ‘Translation’, which helps 
the students to build their knowledge base and refine their language skills.   
We hope students find this book purposeful and enjoy using it as much as we enjoyed making it.  
Note:  Students can refer the Grammar and Language Study Section since the inception of the academic year. 

This would help them to get a grip on Grammar and fortify their language base.   
The journey to create a complete book is strewn with triumphs, failures, and near misses. If you think we’ve 
nearly missed something or want to applaud us for our triumphs, we’d love to hear from you. 
Please write to us at: mail@targetpublications.org  
A book affects eternity; one can never tell where its influence stops. 
 
 

Best of luck to all the aspirants! 
  
From,  
Publisher 
 
Edition: First 
 
                

Disclaimer 
 
This reference book is transformative work based on textual contents published by Bureau of Textbook. We the publishers are making this reference book which constitutes 
as fair use of textual contents  which are transformed by adding and elaborating, with a view to simplify the same to enable the students to understand, memorize  and 
reproduce the same in examinations. 
 
This work is purely inspired upon the course work as prescribed by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, Pune. Every care has 
been taken in the publication of this reference book by the Authors while creating the contents. The Authors and the Publishers shall not be responsible for any loss or 
damages caused to any person on account of errors or omissions which might have crept in or disagreement of any third party on the point of view expressed in the reference 
book.  
 
© reserved with the Publisher for all the contents created by our Authors. 
 
No copyright is claimed in the textual contents which are presented as part of fair dealing with a view to provide best supplementary study material for the benefit of 
students.     



SAMPLE
 C

ONTENT
 
 

  
No. TOPIC NAME Page No. 

 UNIT ONE  
 Introductory Activities 1 

1.1 Be the Best 2 
1.2 Androcles and the Lion 7 
1.3 Trees are the Kindest Things I Know 13 
1.4 Miss Slippery 19 

 UNIT TWO  
2.1 Try Again 28 
2.2 The House-builder 32 
2.3 The Little River 38 
2.4 Excuses! (A Skit) 44 
2.5 A Heroine of the Sea 50 

 UNIT THREE  
3.1 “Why?” 57 
3.2 The Song of Songs 62 
3.3 Truth 72 
3.4 The Two Gentlemen of Verona 76 

 UNIT FOUR  
4.1 The Vet 83 
4.2 P.V. Sindhu – An Icon of Success 90 
4.3 Golden Chain 101 
4.4 The Unsinkable Ship 107 
4.5 Festivals of North East India 115 

 UNSEEN PASSAGES 123 
 GRAMMAR  

1 Parts of Speech 128 
2 Prefix and Suffix 130 
3 Modal Auxiliary 131 
4 Subject and Predicate 132 
5 Punctuation 134 
6 Phrases and Clauses 136 
7 Types of Sentences I 139 
8 Types of Sentences II 140 
9 Transformation of Sentences 141 

10 Tenses 143 
11 Direct and Indirect Speech 146 
12 Wh-questions 148 
13 Question Tag 149 
14 Figures of Speech 150 
15 Degrees of Comparison 152 
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 LANGUAGE STUDY  
 Word Play I 153 
 Word Play II 154 
 Word Play III 156 
 Language Study I 158 
 Language Study II 161 
 WRITING SKILLS   

1 Essay Writing 164 
2 Expansion of Idea 167 
3 Note-making 169 
4 Letter Writing 173 
5 Report Writing 178 
6 Summary Writing 181 
7 Book Review 185 
8 Interview Questions 189 
9 Personal Diary and Biographical Experiences 191 

10 Framing Emails 194 
11 Creative Writing 196 
 SKILL DEVELOPMENT  
 Live English - I 199 
 Live English - II 201 
 Live English - III 203 
 Live English - IV 204 
 Translation 208 

   
Note: Textual questions are represented by * mark. 

Note: Modified textual questions are represented by # mark. 
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Words Meanings 
crew (n) sailors who work on a ship 

(penepeeJej keÀece keÀjCeejs KeueeMeer) 
lesser (adj) unimportant (keÀceer cenllJee®es) 
muskie and bass (n) names of fish (ceeMeeb®eer veeJes) 
pine (n) an evergreen tree with needle 

like leaves and cone shaped 
appearance (MebketÀmeejKee 
efomeCeeje SkeÀ metef®eHeCeea meoenefjle 
Je=#e) 

rill (n) a stream (DeesnesU, ueneve Dees{e) 
scrub (n) an area covered with small, 

low plants (ueneve Pee[ePeg[Heebveer 
J³eeHeuesuee Yeeie) 

trail (n)  a narrow path (HeeTueJeeì) 
valley (n) an elongated depression 

between mountain ranges 
(ojer) 

      
Douglas Malloch (May 5, 1877 – July 2, 1938), was 
a famous American poet and short story writer who 
spent his childhood among the forests, sawmills and 
lumber yards. Much of his poetic creations are 
inspired by his childhood memories of nature.         
The poem, ‘Be The Best’ by Douglas Malloch points 
out the secret of happiness. Through different 
examples from nature, the poet firmly tells the reader 
that, where you are and what you do is not for you to 
decide. What is in our hands is to do the work we are 
given, to the best of our abilities. All of us can never 
hold top positions in life, some of us would have to 
do work that others feel is less important. Still, we 
must do it well and make a difference wherever we 
are. The poet very simply ends the poem by advising 
the reader that success does not depend on one’s 
looks and size. What is important is that, whatever 
one does, he must do it well. 

   
[iueme ce@uee@keÀ (5 ces, 1877 – 2 peguew, 1938) ns ÒeefmeodOe 
DecesefjkeÀve keÀJeer DeeefCe ueIegkeÀLee uesKekeÀ nesles. pebieues, ueeketÀ[ 
keÀìeF& keÀjCeeN³ee efiejC³ee DeeefCe ueekeÀ[e®³ee JeKeejer ³eebceO³es®e 
l³eeb®es yeeueHeCe J³eleerle Peeues. l³eeb®es yengleebMe keÀeJ³euesKeve ns 
yeeueHeCeer®³ee keÀeUele l³eebveer DevegYeJeuesu³ee efvemeiee&®³ee mce=leeRves Òesefjle 
jeefnues Deens. 
    
 
‘Be the Best’ ³ee keÀefJelesle keÀJeer [iueme ce@uee@keÀ (Douglas 
Malloch) ³eebveer Deeveboe®es jnm³e meebefieleues Deens. legcner keÀesþs 
Deenele DeeefCe keÀe³e keÀjle Deenele, ns þjJeCes legce®³ee neleele 
veener, ns keÀJeer Jee®ekeÀebvee efvemeiee&leerue efJeefJeOe GoenjCes osTve 
þeceHeCes meebiele Deens. keÀJeer Heg{s cnCelees, keÀer DeeHeu³eeuee vescetve 
efouesues keÀece DeeHeu³eeleerue meJeex®®e iegCeJellesmen HetCe& keÀjCes SJe{s®e 
DeeHeu³ee neleer Deens. DeeHeu³eeHewkeÀer Òel³eskeÀpeCe Dee³eg<³eeceO³es 
meJeex®®e mLeeveer Heesnes®et MekeÀCeej veener. DeeHeu³eeHewkeÀer keÀenerpeCeebvee 
Demes keÀe³e& keÀjeJes ueeiesue pes Flejeb®³ee ¢<ìerves keÀceer cenllJee®es 
Demesue; HeCe lejerosKeerue DeeHeCe les keÀece keÀjle®e jeefnues Heeefnpes. 
DeeHeCe pes Deenesle, pes keÀece keÀjle Deenesle l³eeletve ®eebieuee yeoue 
Ie[JeC³ee®ee Òe³elve kesÀuee Heeefnpes. DeefleMe³e meesH³ee HeodOeleerves 
keÀefJeles®ee MesJeì keÀjleevee `³eMe ns keÀesCee®³ee efomeC³eeJej efkeÀbJee 
DeekeÀejeJej DeJeuebyetve vemeles, lej DeeHeCe pes keÀener keÀece keÀjlees les 
meJeexlleceÒekeÀejs keÀjCes ns DeefleMe³e cenllJee®es Deens.' ne ceesuee®ee 
mebosMe keÀJeerves ³ee keÀefJelesletve efouee Deens. 
         
*1. Have you got a prize in any competition? 
Ans: Yes, I have. In my school, I had participated 

in many competitions, such as drawing, 
poetry recitation, sports, etc. I had won prizes 
a few times. However there were also times 
when I performed well, but did not win any 
prize. 

 
*2. How did you feel at that time? 
Ans: I felt bad that I did not win a prize, in spite of 

doing well. 

Be The Best1.1 
Glossary

About the Author 

Paraphrase

Let’s Discuss 

uesKekeÀeefJe<e³eer 

DeeMe³e 

Warming Up!
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Chapter 1.1: Be The Best

*3. Have you ever failed in your efforts? 
Ans: Yes, there were times when I did not win 

because I had not prepared well for a 
competition. For example, I had taken part in 
the running race last year, but had not practised 
before the Sports Day. Hence I couldn’t run as 
fast as the others. Eventually, I lost the race that 
day, due to lack of efforts on my part.  

*4. Do you think we should accept success as 
well as failure? 

Ans: Yes. Success and failure are two sides of the 
same coin. Though we must put all our efforts 
to win, we must also take failure with a smile 
and learn lessons from it. This will help us 
perform better the next time.  

*5. What will be your reaction if you are not 
selected in a team? 

Ans: If I have practised hard, and I am not selected 
in a team, I would be hurt. But I would take 
lessons out of it. On one hand, I would cheer 
for the ones who are selected and wish them 
luck. On the other, I would not give up. Rather 
I would use the time to better my skills and 
perform well the next time so that I too would 
be selected in the team. 

[Note: The above answers are for reference.  
 Students are expected to attempt the above 

activity on their own.] 
      
*1. Read aloud the following sets of words. 
i. river, stream, sea, ocean 
ii. hill, stone, mountain, rock 
iii. plant, sapling, tree, seed 
iv. child, adult, baby, youth  
*2. Rearrange each of the above sets of words 

according to the increasing order of their 
size / growth. 

Ans: i. stream, river, sea, ocean 
 ii. stone, rock, hill, mountain 
 iii. seed, sapling, plant, tree 
 iv. baby, child, youth, adult  
*3. In your pre-primary classes, you must have 

learnt the story of ‘The Lion and the 
Mouse.’ Read it in English and fill in the 
gaps using the words given in the box: 

 A lion was sleeping in a _______. A mouse 
started playing on him. The lion got up 
_______. He caught the mouse and was ready 
to _______ it. 

 The _______ begged the lion to leave it and 
said that someday it would _______ the lion. 
The lion ______ and let it go. 

 One day the lion was _______ in a net set up 
by hunters. He _______ loudly as he tried too 
hard to escape. 

 The mouse _______ the lion and came. It 
_______ up the net with its sharp teeth and set 
the lion _______.   

 (help, angrily, caught, forest, mouse, kill, 
roared, free, chewed, heard, laughed) 
Moral of the story: ___________________ 

Ans: A lion was sleeping in a forest. A mouse 
started playing on him. The lion got up 
angrily. He caught the mouse and was ready to 
kill it. 

 The mouse begged the lion to leave it and said 
that someday it would help the lion. The lion 
laughed and let it go. 

 One day the lion was caught in a net set up by 
hunters. He roared loudly as he tried too hard 
to escape. 

 The mouse heard the lion and came. It chewed 
up the net with its sharp teeth and set the lion 
free. 

 Moral of the story: Being kind and helpful is 
a great virtue.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
A1. Simple Factual  
 
1. Name the following. 
i. The tree that grows on top of the hill. 
#ii. The place where the scrubs grow. 
iii. What one must be, if one cannot be a tree. 
#iv. A bit of this can make the people on the 

highway happier. 
Ans: i. pine  
 ii. valley 
 iii. bush 
 iv. grass  
 
A2. Complex Factual 
 
#1. State one difference between the pine tree 

and the scrub. 
Ans: The mighty pine tree grows on the hills 

whereas the little scrub grows in the valleys. 
 
#2. Explain the message conveyed through the 

poem. 
Ans: The poem conveys a powerful message that 

irrespective of our differences and limitations, 
we need to be the best at whatever we do. 

Let’s Begin 

Extract IExtract I 

Read the extract from line 1 to 8 on page 3 of 
your textbook and answer the following 
questions. 
[“If you can’t be ………….......  

……………… in the lake!”] 



SAMPLE
 C

ONTENT

4 

  

  4

Std. VIII: My English Book 

A3. Poetic Devices 
 
#1. Give the rhyming words in the extract. 
Ans: hill – rill, be – tree, make – lake  
 
2. Identify and explain the Figures of Speech 

in the following lines from the extract. 
 
i. “If you can’t be a pine on the top of the 

hill,” 
Ans: a. Metaphor – The word ‘pine’ is 

indirectly compared to greater 
achievements of life. 

 
 b. Repetition – The word ‘the’ has  been 

repeated for poetic effect. 
   
ii. “Be a scrub in the valley – but be” 
Ans: a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the 

letter ‘b’ has been repeated for poetic 
effect. 

  
 b.  Metaphor – The word ‘scrub’ is 

indirectly compared to the lesser 
important things in life. 

 
 c. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been 

repeated for poetic effect. 
 
iii. “The best little scrub by the side of the rill;” 
Ans: a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the 

letter ‘b’ has been repeated for poetic 
effect. 

 
 b. Repetition – The word ‘the’ has been 

repeated for poetic effect. 
 
iv. “Be a bush if you can’t be a tree.” 
Ans: a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the 

letter ‘b’ has been repeated for poetic 
effect. 

 
 b. Metaphor – The ‘tree’ has been 

indirectly compared to the larger things 
in life, whereas, the ‘bush’ is indirectly 
compared to the lesser important things 
in life. 

 
v. “If you can’t be a bush be a bit of the 

grass,” 
Ans: a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the 

letter ‘b’ has been repeated for poetic 
effect. 

 
 b. Metaphor – The ‘bush’ is indirectly 

compared to things that give more 
happiness whereas the ‘grass’ is used to 
indirectly refer to things that give little 
pleasures to people. 

 
 c. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been 

repeated for poetic effect. 

vi. “And some highway happier make;” 
Ans: a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the 

letter ‘h’ has been repeated for poetic 
effect.  

vii. “If you can’t be a muskie, then just be a bass–” 
Ans: a. Metaphor – The ‘muskie’ indirectly 

represents uncommon and rare things that 
people do, whereas the ‘bass’ represents 
common day to day things in life.  

 b. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been 
repeated for poetic effect.  

viii. “But the liveliest bass in the lake!” 
Ans: a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the 

letter ‘b’ has been repeated for poetic 
effect.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
A1. Simple Factual  
 
1. Complete the following sentences by 

choosing the correct alternatives. 
i. If you can’t be a highway – 
 (A) be the skyway 
 (B) don’t be anything at all 
 (C) just give up 
 (D) be a trail  
ii. If you can’t be the sun – 
 (A) Be the Universe 
 (B) Be a star 
 (C) Be nothing at all 
 (D) Be a moon 
Ans: (i – D), (ii – B)  
A2. Complex Factual  
#1. State whether the following statements are 

True or False. Correct the False statements. 
i. All must be the Captains of the teams. 
ii. We win or fail depending upon size or 

position. 
iii. If your work is not important, don’t do it. 
iv. Whatever job you have, do your best. 
Ans: i. False. All cannot be the Captains of 

teams. 
 ii. False. We do not win or fail depending 

upon our size or position. 
 iii. False. Even if your work is not important, 

do it to the best of your ability. 
 iv. True 

Extract IExtract II 

Read the extract from line 9 to 16 on page 3 of 
your textbook and answer the following 
questions. 
[“We can’t all ………….......  

……………… whatever you are!”] 
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Chapter 1.1: Be The Best

A3. Poetic Devices 
 
#1. Give the rhyming words in the extract. 
Ans: crew – do, here – near, trail – fail, star – are  
2. Identify and explain the Figures of Speech 

in the following lines from the extract. 
 
i. “We can’t all be captains, we‘ve got to be 

crew,” 
Ans: a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the 

letters ‘w’ and ‘c’ have been repeated 
for poetic effect.  

 b. Antithesis – Opposite ideas like 
‘captains’ and ‘crew’ have been used in 
the same line for creating an effect of 
drama in the poem.  

 c. Metaphor – The word ‘captain’ 
indirectly refers to the important 
positions that people hold in life 
whereas the word ‘crew’ represents the 
ordinary positions that people hold in 
life.   

 d. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been 
repeated for poetic effect.  

ii. “There’s big work to do, and there’s lesser 
to do,” 

Ans: a. Antithesis – Opposite ideas like ‘big’ 
and ‘lesser’ have been used in the same 
line for creating an effect of drama in 
the poem.  

 b. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been 
repeated for poetic effect.  

iii. “And the task you must do is the near.” 
Ans: a. Repetition – The word ‘the’ has been 

repeated for poetic effect.  
iv. “If you can’t be a highway then just be a 

trail,” 
Ans: a. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been 

repeated for poetic effect.  
v. “If you can’t be the sun, be a star;” 
Ans: a. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been 

repeated for poetic effect.  
vi. “It isn’t by size that you win or you fail –”  
Ans: a. Antithesis – Opposite ideas like ‘win’ 

and ‘fail’ have been used in the same 
line for creating an effect of drama in 
the poem.  

vii. “Be the best of whatever you are!” 
Ans: a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the letter 

‘b’ has been repeated for poetic effect. 

 
  
#1. Write an appreciation of the poem in a 

tabular format. 
Ans:  

Point  
Title Be The Best 
Poet Douglas Malloch 
Stanzas and lines i. Four stanzas of 

four  lines each 
ii. The first and third 

lines rhyme, while 
the second and 
fourth lines 
rhyme. 

iii. The poet compares 
big things with 
smaller things in 
the poem. 

iv. “If you can’t be 
______, be 
_______” is the 
repeated 
expression in the 
poem. 

Rhyme Scheme abab 
Favourite line “Be the best of 

whatever you are!” 
Theme / Central Idea Through this poem, the 

poet conveys the 
message that whatever 
position we hold in 
life, we must do justice 
to it by doing it to the 
best of our ability. 

Figures of Speech Alliteration, 
Antithesis, Metaphor 
and Repetition  

Why I like / dislike the 
poem 

I like this poem 
because the poet gives 
various examples to 
show the diffrences 
and limitations that we 
have in life. But he 
drives home the 
message that whatever 
you do, do it to your 
best abilities. 

 
[Note: Detailed explanation of the figures of speech 

in the poem is given under the header A3 of 
each extract.]  

Appreciation of the Poem
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*1. Read the words / names given below. Put 

the big-sized / bigger ones in the big circle 
and the smaller ones in the small circle. 

 (muskie, tree, pine, lake, bass, bush, highway, 
scrub, rill, sun, star, trail) 

 
 
 
    
Ans:            
*2. Complete the following with appropriate 

words / phrases from the poem. 
  (First one is done for you) 
i. If you can’t be a pine, be a scrub. 
ii. If you can’t be a tree, _______. 
iii. _______, be a bass. 
iv. If you can’t be a captain, _______ 
v. _______, be a trail. 
vi. If you can’t be the sun, _______. 
Ans: i. If you can’t be a pine, be a scrub. 
 ii. If you can’t be a tree, be a bush. 
 iii. If you can’t be a muskie, be a bass. 
 iv. If you can’t be a captain, be the crew. 
 v. If you can’t be a highway, be a trail. 
 vi. If you can’t be the sun, be a star.  
            
*1. Form groups of four. Read each stanza in 

the poem turn by turn. 
 
 [Students are expected to attempt the above activity 
on their own.] 
      
*1. Read the given extract from the poem 

‘Little Drops of Water.....’ by Julia Fletcher 
Carney. Learn it up. Set it to a tune and 
enjoy singing it. You may ask your teacher 
to help you. 

  Little drops of water, 
  Little grains of sand, 
  Make the mighty ocean 
  And the pleasant land. 
  Little deeds of kindness, 
  Little words of love, 
  Help to make the earth happy, 
  Like the heaven above. 
 
[Students are expected to attempt the above activity 
on their own.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project

Reading
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Additional Questions for Practice 

bass, bush, 
scrub, star, 

rill 

muskie, tree, 
pine, lake, 

highway, sun, 
trail 
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