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DeeþJeer®es Je<e& cnCepes oneJeer®³ee cenllJee®³ee JeUCee®³ee peJeU Heesnes®eJeCeeje cenllJee®ee ìHHee. ³ee Jeiee&keÀjlee Meemeveeves efveOee&efjle kesÀuesuee 
%eevej®eveeOeeefjle DeY³eeme¬eÀce Yee<es®eer ©®eer Jee{JeCeeje Je DeY³eemee®eer keÀuee efMekeÀJeCeeje Deens. `IeeskeÀe DeeefCe DeeskeÀe' ³ee Heeþeblej HeodOeleerHes#ee 
JesieUe Demee ne DeY³eeme¬eÀce Yeeef<ekeÀ keÀewMeu³eeb®ee efJekeÀeme keÀjCeeje Deens, ³eecegUs Yee<ee%eeve ns HeÀkeÌle ÒeMveesllejebHegjles ce³ee&efole ve jenlee 
DeekeÀueveMekeÌleer Je mepe&veMeeruelee ³ee #eceleeb®ee efJekeÀeme keÀjCeejs þjsue. ³ee DeY³eeme¬eÀceeMeer DeesUKe keÀªve osC³eemeeþer DeeefCe nmeleKesUle Yee<ee 
Deelcemeele keÀjC³eemeeþer uesPeer yeesve Sp³egkesÀMeve®es PERFECT My English Book: Std. VIII ns HegmlekeÀ ÒekeÀeefMele keÀjleevee Deecnebuee 
Deevebo nesle Deens. 
 ceneje<ì^ jep³e HeeþîeHegmlekeÀ efveefce&leer Je DeY³eeme¬eÀce mebMeesOeve ceb[Ue®³ee ke=ÀefleHeef$ekeÀe ÒeeªHeeme DeeOeejYetle ceevetve Heeþeb®es Je DeeJeM³ekeÀ 
l³ee keÀefJeleeb®es Heefj®ísoeble/ HeoîeebMeele efJeYeepeve kesÀues Deens. HeeþeKeeueerue Je Heeþebleie&le meJe& ÒeMveeb®ee meceHe&keÀ Gllejebmeefnle meceeJesMe keÀjC³eele 
Deeuee Deens. ke=ÀeflemJeªHeele ceeb[Ceer keÀjC³eemeeþer keÀener ÒeMve megOeeefjle ªHeele IesC³eele Deeues Deensle. Heeþ mecepeCes meesHes JneJes ³eemeeþer Òel³eskeÀ 
Heeþe®³ee meg©Jeeleeruee DeJeIe[ Meyoeb®es DeLe& (Glossary) Fbûepeer Je cejeþerceO³es osC³eele Deeues Deensle. Heeþ Je keÀefJelee ³eeb®es DeekeÀueve Gllece JneJes 
³eemeeþer Heeþe®ee Heefj®e³e Je keÀefJeles®ee YeeJeeLe& osC³eele Deeuee Deens. Òel³eskeÀ Heeþeleerue ‘Activities’ ³ee efJeYeeieele ‘Reading’ eEkeÀJee ‘Speaking’ 
³ee ke=Àleer osC³eele Deeu³ee Deensle. efJeoîeeL³ee¥vee Yee<es®es, efJeefJeOe Meyoeb®es G®®eej J³eJeefmLele ue#eele ³eeJesle ne ³eeceeie®ee GodosMe Deens. efJeoîeeL³ee¥vee 
‘Grammar & Vocabulary’ cnCepes®e J³eekeÀjCe Je Meyo%eeve ³eeb®ee Gllece mejeJe efceUeJee ³ee ¢<ìerves meJe& Heefj®ísoebceO³es ³eeJejerue ke=Àleer 
meceeefJe<ì keÀjC³eele Deeu³ee Deensle. lemes®e ‘Word Play’ Je ‘Language Study’ ³ee Meer<e&keÀebKeeueerue ke=ÀleeR®eener meceeJesMe keÀjC³eele Deeuee 
Deens. ‘Language Study: Practice Questions’ ³ee Meer<e&keÀeKeeueer efouesu³ee DeefOekeÀ®³ee ke=ÀleeR®³ee mejeJeeletve efJeoîeeL³ee¥®es Yeeef<ekeÀ keÀewMeu³e 
vekeÌkeÀer®e Jee{erme ueeiesue.    
 DeefOekeÀ®³ee mejeJeekeÀjlee ‘Unseen Passages’, ‘Grammar’ lemes®e ‘Writing Skills’ ns mJeleb$e efJeYeeie ³ee HegmlekeÀele DebleYet&le 
keÀjC³eele Deeues Deensle. ‘Writing Skills’ ³ee efJeYeeieecegUs efJeoîeeL³ee¥vee meJe& uesKeveÒekeÀejeb®es meKeesue %eeve efceUsue. ‘Live English’ Je 
‘Translation’ ³ee efJeYeeieebcegUs efJeoîeeL³ee¥®es %eeve Je=odeEOeiele nesC³eeme Je Yeeef<ekeÀ keÀewMeu³e efJekeÀefmele nesC³eeme ceole nesF&ue. 
 ³ee HegmlekeÀele Òel³eskeÀ DeY³eemeIeìkeÀe®ee meJee¥ieeves HejeceMe& Iesleuee Deens. lesJne efJeoîeeL³ee¥meeþer ns HegmlekeÀ SkeÀ HeefjHetCe& ceeie&oMe&keÀ þjsue 
DeMeer Deecnebuee Kee$eer Jeeìles. YejHetj mejeJe, megìmegìerle ceeb[Ceer, Deelcemeele keÀjC³eeme meesHeer Je DeesIeJeleer uesKeveMewueer ³eebcegUs ns HegmlekeÀ legce®³ee 
Hemebleerme Glejsue Demee Deecnebuee efJeMJeeme Deens. 
 Òe³elveebleer HejcesMJej! ®euee ... efve³eespeveyeodOe DeY³eemeeuee meg©Jeele keÀª³ee, Hejer#esuee DeelceefJeMJeemeeves meeceesjs peeT³ee, legce®³ee Òe³elveeble 
Deecner meowJe legce®³ee meesyele Deenesle®e. 
 ns HegmlekeÀ HeefjHetCe& keÀjC³eemeeþer Deecner meJe&leesHejer Òe³elve kesÀues Deensle, lejer HegmlekeÀ DeefOekeÀeefOekeÀ Glke=À<ì JneJes, ³eemeeþer DeeHeu³ee met®evee 
mJeeieleen& Deensle. ³eekeÀjlee DeeHeuee DeefYeÒee³e support@lazybone.in ³ee F-cesue Hell³eeJej HeeþJeeJee ner vece´ efJevebleer. 
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meeefnl³euesKeve 
Heeþ Gllece ÒekeÀejs mecepeC³eekeÀjlee l³eeleerue meJe& 
DeJeIe[ Meyoeb®es Je JeekedÀÒe®eejeb®es Fbûepeerle Je 
cejeþerle DeLe& osC³eele Deeues Deensle. 
efJeoîeeL³ee¥®³ee mees³eerkeÀjlee JeCe&ceeues®³ee 
¬eÀceevegmeej l³eeb®eer j®evee keÀjC³eele Deeueer Deens. 

Glossary (MeyoeLe&) 

 þUkeÀ  
JewefMe<ìîes 

DeeJeM³ekeÀ lesLes ke=Àleer Je GHe¬eÀceeb®eer Gllejs
osC³eele Deeueer Deensle. 

Activities / Projects 
(ke=Àleer Je GHe¬eÀce) 

meJe& HeeþebceOeerue Je keÀefJeleebceOeerue ke=ÀleeR®eer mebkeÀefuele
cetu³eceeHeve Je DeekeÀeefjkeÀ cetu³eceeHeve ³eeble efJeYeeieCeer 
keÀjC³eele Deeueer Deens.  

Summative and Formative  
Assessment 

(mebkeÀefuele Je DeekeÀeefjkeÀ cetu³eceeHeve) 

³ee efJeYeeieele mebHetCe& HeeþeJej/ keÀefJelesJej DeeOeeefjle
Demeuesu³ee ke=ÀleeR®ee meceeJesMe keÀjC³eele Deeuee
Deens. ³ee ke=Àleerleerue Gllejs mebHetCe& Heeþe®ee Dee{eJee
IesTve efueefnueer iesueer Deensle. 

Integrated Questions 
(HeeþeOeeefjle ke=Àleer / keÀefJelesJej DeeOeeefjle ke=Àleer)

efJeoîeeL³ee¥vee J³eekeÀjefCekeÀ IeìkeÀeb®eer meefJemlej
ceeefnleer JneJeer Je mebkeÀuHeveeb®ee meKeesue DeY³eeme
JneJee ³eekeÀjlee mJeleb$e J³eekeÀjCe efJeYeeiee®ee
meceeJesMe keÀjC³eele Deeuee Deens. 

Grammar Section  
(mJeleb$e J³eekeÀjCe efJeYeeie) 

Translation (Yee<eeblej)
cegueebvee Yee<ee efMekeÀC³ee®eer jerle menpeHeCes ue#eele
³eeJeer Je l³eeb®es Yeeef<ekeÀ keÀewMeu³e Jee{erme ueeieeJes
³eemeeþer ³ee efJeYeeiee®eer j®evee keÀjC³eele Deeueer
Deens. 

veJeerve DeY³eeme¬eÀcee®es mJeªHe lemes®e oneJeer®es
Deoîe³eeJele ÒeeªHe ue#eele IesTve meJe& Heeþeb®es Je
DeeJeM³ekeÀ l³ee keÀefJeleeb®es Heefj®ísoeble /
HeoîeebMeeble efJeYeepeve kesÀues Deens  Je l³eeJej
YejHetj ke=Àleer osC³eele Deeu³ee Deensle. 

Segregation of chapters/poems 
into extracts 

(Heeþeb®es Je keÀefJeleeb®es Heefj®ísoeble / HeoîeebMeeble 
efJeYeepeve) 

YejHetj mejeJe JneJee ³eemeeþer Unseen

Passages ne mJeleb$e efJeYeeie osC³eele Deeuee
Deens. 

Unseen Passages (DeHeefþle Gleejs) 

Yee<eeY³eemee®³ee DeefOekeÀ mejeJeekeÀjlee Òel³eskeÀ
Heeþe®³ee Je keÀefJeles®³ee MesJeìer J³eekeÀjCe Je Yeeef<ekeÀ
IeìkeÀebJej DeeOeeefjle YejHetj ke=ÀleeR®ee meceeJesMe
Demeuesuee ‘Language Study’ efJeYeeie
osC³eele Deeuee Deens.  

Language Study: Practice 
questions (Yee<eeY³eeme) 

Writing Skills Section 
(mJeleb$e GHe³eesefpele uesKeve efJeYeeie) 

efJeoîeeL³ee¥®eer uesKevekeÀewMeu³es efJekeÀefmele
keÀjC³ee®³ee ¢<ìerves meJe& uesKeveÒekeÀejeb®³ee
JewefJeO³eHetCe& ke=Àleer DemeCeeje GHe³eesefpele uesKeve
efJeYeeie osC³eele Deeuee Deens. ³eeceO³es Òel³eskeÀ
uesKeveÒekeÀejeleerue mebkeÀuHeveeb®es menpemeesH³ee Yee<esle
mHe<ìerkeÀjCener osC³eele Deeues Deens.  

Heeþe®eer ceO³eJeleea mebkeÀuHevee mecepeC³eemeeþer
meJe& Heeþeb®ee Heefj®e³e osC³eele Deeuee Deens.  

Summary of chapters (Heeþe®ee Heefj®e³e)

keÀefJelee mecepeC³eeme meesHeer JneJeer ³eekeÀjlee mebHetCe&
keÀefJeles®ee YeeJeeLe& Fbûepeer Je cejeþerletve osC³eele
Deeuee Deens.

Paraphrase of poems (keÀefJeleeb®ee YeeJeeLe&)
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*1. In spoken English, we often use contracted forms as:   
Full form Contracted form 

I am busy. I’m busy. 
They are tired. They’re tired. 
He is not coming. He isn’t coming. (OR) He’s not coming. 
You will like it. You’ll like it. 
She will not like it. She won’t like it. 
We had been for a trip. We’d been for a trip. 
It must not happen again. It mustn’t happen again. 
That would be fine. That’d be fine. 
Do you not like it? Don’t you like it? 

 
*2. Fill in the gaps in the table below.  

Contracted form Full form 
Let’s  
Shan’t  
 They have 
 Were not 
We’re  
 Cannot 
 Where is 
What’re  
There’s  

 
Ans:  

Contracted form Full form 
Let’s Let us 
Shan’t Shall not 
They’ve They have 
Weren’t Were not 
We’re We are 
Can’t Cannot 
Where’s Where is 
What’re What are 
There’s There is 
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Word Meaning 
crew (n) sailors who work on a ship 

(penepeeJej keÀece keÀjCeejs KeueeMeer) 
lesser (adj) unimportant (keÀceer cenllJee®es) 
liveliest (adj) full of energy (Glmeeneves Yeejuesues) 
muskie and bass (n) names of fish (ceeMeeb®eer veeJes) 
pine (n) an evergreen tree with needle 

like leaves and cone shaped 
appearance  
(MebketÀmeejKee efomeCeeje SkeÀ metef®eHeCeea 
meoenefjle Je=#e, osJeoej) 

rill (n) a stream (DeesnesU, ueneve Dees{e) 
scrub (n) here, an area covered with 

small, low plants (³esLes, ueneve 
Pee[ePeg[Heebveer J³eeHeuesuee Yeeie) 

trail (n)  a narrow path (HeeTueJeeì) 
valley (n) an extended depression 

between mountain ranges with 
a stream or river flowing 
through it (ojer) 

 
  
The poem ‘Be The Best’ is an inspirational poem by 
Malloch Douglas. The poet says that the key to 
happiness is being the best at anything we do. Through 
different examples from nature, the poet firmly tells 
the reader that, where you are and what you do is not 
for you to decide. What is in our hands is to do the 
work we are given and do it to the best of our abilities. 
All of us can never hold top positions in life, some of 
us would have to do work that others feel is less 
important. Still, we must do it well and make a 
difference wherever we are. The poet very simply ends 
the poem by telling the reader that no job is less 
important, what really matters is the contribution and 
hard work we put towards doing something and 
succeeding at it.  
 
  
‘Be the Best’ ner keÀefJelee [iueme ce@uee@keÀ (Douglas Malloch)  
³eeb®eer ÒesjCeeoe³eer keÀefJelee Deens. ³ee keÀefJelesle keÀJeerves Demes meebefieleues 
Deens, keÀer pej legcnebuee [eWiejeJejerue osJeoej Je=#e yevelee Deeues veener, 

lej legcner Dees{îee®³ee keÀeþeJej Hemejuesues Peg[tHe yevee DeeefCe lesner 
yevelee Deeues veener lej ceneceeiee&®³ee yeepetuee Demeuesues ieJele yevee 
DeeefCe ueeskeÀebvee Deevebo oîee.' ³eeHeg{s keÀJeer cnCelees, keÀer `pej legcnebuee 
muskie ceemee yevelee Deeues veener, lej leueeJeeleerue efpeJeble bass ceemes 
yevee.' ³eeletve keÀJeeruee Demee mebosMe oîee³e®ee Deens, keÀer keÀesCelesner 
keÀece SkeÀefve<þsves DeeefCe ceve ueeJetve kesÀueb lej®e DeeHeues peerJeve Deeveboer 
nesF&ue. 
 l³eeHeg{s keÀJeer cnCelees, DeeHeu³eeleerue Òel³eskeÀpeCe penepee®es 
keÀHleeve nesT MekeÀle veenerle; Hejbleg DeeHeCe Òel³eskeÀpeCe penepeeJejerue 
KeueeMeer yevetve DeeHeues keÀece Gllece keÀª®e MekeÀlees. cnCepes®e, 
DeeHeu³eeleerue Òel³eskeÀpeCe meJeex®®e mLeeveer Heesnes®et MekeÀCeej veener. 
keÀeneRvee Demesner keÀece keÀjeJes ueeiesue pes Flejeb®³ee ¢<ìerves keÀceer 
cenllJee®esner Demesue; Hejbleg DeeHeCe DeeHeues keÀece GlleceHeCes keÀªve 
DeeHeues JesieUsHeCe oeKeJetve efoues Heeefnpes. 
 ³eeHeg{s keÀJeer DeesUerletve ceeb[lees, keÀer pej legcnebuee ceneceeie& 
yevelee Deeues veener, lej ueneveMeer Hee³eJeeì yevee. met³e& yevelee ³esle vemesue 
lej leejs yevee; keÀejCe legce®es ³eMe-DeHe³eMe legcner keÀesCe Deenele ³eeJej 
þjle veener; lej legcner pes keÀece keÀjle Deenele les GlleceHeCeeves 
keÀjC³eemeeþer Iesleuesues HeefjÞece KeN³ee DeLee&ves cenllJee®es Demeleele. 
 keÀJeer efvemeiee&leerue GoenjCes osTve þeceHeCes meebiele Deens, 
keÀer legcner keÀesCe Deenele? DeeefCe legcner keÀe³e keÀjle Deenele? ns 
þjJeCes legce®³ee neleele veener; Hejbleg DeeHeCe DeeHeues keÀece Gllece 
#ecelesves HetCe& keÀjCes ns cenllJee®es Deens; keÀejCe keÀesCelesner keÀece 
keÀceer opee&®es vemeles; lej keÀecee®ee opee& ne l³ee®³ee Glke=À<þlesJej 
DeJeuebyetve Demelees.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*1. Have you got a prize in any competition? 
Ans: Yes, I have. In my school, I have participated in 

many competitions, such as drawing, poetry 
recitation, sports, etc. I have won prizes a few 
times. However, there were also times when 
despite performing well, but did not win any 
prize.  

*2. How did you feel at that time? 
Ans: I used to be overjoyed when I won prizes, but 

upset when I did not win any, in spite of doing 
well. 

Glossary

Paraphrase 

Warming Up!

Chit - Chat 

YeeJeeLe& 

Be The Best1.1 
 Douglas Malloch
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Chapter 1.1: Be The Best

*3. Have you ever failed in your efforts?
Ans: Yes, there were times when I did not win as I

had not prepared well for the competition. For 
example, I had taken part in the running race 
last year, but had not practised before the Sports 
Day. Hence, I couldn’t run as fast as the others. 
Eventually, I lost the race that day, due to lack 
of efforts on my part. 

*4. Do you think we should accept success as well
as failure?

Ans: Yes. Success and failure are two sides of the
same coin. Though we must put all our efforts to 
win, we must also take failure with a smile and 
learn from it. This will help us perform better 
the next time. 

*5. What will be your reaction if you are not
selected in a team?

Ans: If I have practised hard and still don’t get
selected in a team, I would be hurt. But I would 
try to learn something from it. I would cheer for 
the ones who are selected and wish them luck. 
Also, I would not give up. I would use the time 
to better my skills and perform well the next 
time so that I too would be selected in the team. 

[Note: The above answers are for reference. 
Students are expected to attempt the above 
activity on their own.] 

*1. Read aloud the following sets of words.
i. river, stream, sea, ocean
ii. hill, stone, mountain, rock
iii. plant, sapling, tree, seed
iv. child, adult, baby, youth

*2. Rearrange each of the above sets of words
according to the increasing order of their size 
/ growth. 

Ans:  
i. stream, river, sea, ocean
ii. stone, rock, hill, mountain
iii. seed, sapling, plant, tree
iv. baby, child, youth, adult

*3. In your pre-primary classes, you must have
learnt the story of ‘The Lion and the Mouse.’ 
Read it in English and fill in the gaps using 
the words given in the box: 
A lion was sleeping in a _______. A mouse 
started playing on him. The lion got up 
_______. He caught the mouse and was ready to 
_______ it. 
The _______ begged the lion to leave it and said 
that someday it would _______ the lion. The 
lion ______ and let it go. 

One day the lion was _______ in a net set up by 
hunters. He _______ loudly as he tried too hard 
to escape. 
The mouse _______ the lion and came. It 
_______ up the net with its sharp teeth and set 
the lion _______.   
(help, angrily, caught, forest, mouse, kill, 
roared, free, chewed, heard, laughed) 
Moral of the story: ___________________ 

Ans: A lion was sleeping in a forest. A mouse started 
playing on him. The lion got up angrily. He 
caught the mouse and was ready to kill it. 
The mouse begged the lion to leave it and said 
that someday it would help the lion. The lion 
laughed and let it go. 
One day the lion was caught in a net set up by 
hunters. He roared loudly as he tried too hard to 
escape. 
The mouse heard the lion and came. It chewed 
up the net with its sharp teeth and set the lion 
free. 
Moral of the story: Being kind and helpful is a 
great virtue. 

[Note: Some Wh-questions in the text have been 
modified to suit the activity-based format and 
are marked with a  symbol.] 

A1. Simple Factual 

1. Name the following.
i. The tree that grows on top of the hill.
ii. What one must be, if one cannot be a tree.
Ans:
i. pine ii. bush

A2. Complex Factual 

1. State whether the following statements are
true or false. Correct the False statements.

i. A scrub is found at the top of the hill.
ii. A bit of grass can make the highway happier.
Ans:
i. False. A scrub is found in the valley by the side

of the rill.
ii. True

Let’s Begin 
Extract I 

Read the extract from line 1 to 8 on page 3 of 
your textbook and answer the following 
questions. 
[“Be The Best …………....... 

……………… in the lake!”] 

Summative Assessment
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#2. What is the main difference between a pine 
tree and a scrub? 

Ans: The main difference between a pine tree and a 
scrub is that the pine tree is tall and grows on 
the hills whereas the scrub is short and grows in 
the valleys by the side of the rill. 

#3. What do people like to see along the 
highway? 

Ans: People like to see a bit of grass along the 
highway. 

A3. Vocabulary/Poetic Devices 

*1. Find and write the pairs of rhyming words
from the extract.

Ans:
i. hill – rill ii. be – tree
iii. make – lake 
2. Pick out and explain two examples of

Alliteration from the extract.
Ans:  
i. “And some highway happier make;”

Here, the sound of the letter ‘h’ has been
repeated for poetic effect.

ii. “But the liveliest bass in the lake!”
Here, the sound of the letter ‘b’ has been
repeated for poetic effect.

3. Identify and explain the Figures of Speech in
the following lines from the extract.

i. “If you can’t be a pine on the top of the hill,”
Ans:
a. Metaphor – The word ‘pine’ is indirectly

compared to greater achievements of life.

ii. “Be a scrub in the valley – but be”
Ans:
a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the letter ‘b’

has been repeated for poetic effect.
b. Metaphor – The word ‘scrub’ is indirectly

compared to the lesser important things in life.
c. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been repeated

for poetic effect.

iii. “The best little scrub by the side of the rill;”
Ans:
a. Alliteration – Here, the sound of the letter ‘b’

has been repeated for poetic effect.

iv. “Be a bush if you can’t be a tree.”
Ans:
a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the letter ‘b’

has been repeated for poetic effect.
b. Antithesis  Two opposite words ‘bush’ and

‘tree’ have been placed in the same line.
c. Metaphor – The ‘tree’ has been indirectly

compared to the larger things in life, whereas,
the ‘bush’ is indirectly compared to the lesser
important things in life.

v. “If you can’t be a bush be a bit of the grass,”
Ans:
a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the letter ‘b’

has been repeated for poetic effect.
b. Metaphor – The ‘bush’ is indirectly compared to

things that give more happiness whereas the
‘grass’ is used to indirectly refer to things that
give small pleasures.

c. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been repeated
for poetic effect.

vi. “If you can’t be a muskie, then just be a
bass–”

Ans:  
a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the letter ‘b’

has been repeated for poetic effect.
b. Metaphor – The ‘muskie’ indirectly represents

uncommon and rare things that people do,
whereas the ‘bass’ represents common day to
day things in life.

c. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been repeated
for poetic effect.

A1. Simple Factual 

1. Complete the following sentences by choosing
the correct alternatives.

i. If you can’t be a highway –
A. be the skyway
B. don’t be anything at all
C. just give up
D. be a trail

ii. If you can’t be the sun –
A. Be the Universe B. Be a star
C. Be nothing at all D. Be a moon

Ans: (i – D), (ii – B) 

A2. Complex Factual 

1. State whether the following statements are
True or False. Correct the False statements. 

i. All must be the Captains of the teams.
ii. We win or fail depending upon size or position.
iii. If your work is not important, don’t do it.
iv. Whatever job you have, do your best.
Ans:
i. False. All cannot be the Captains of teams.
ii. False. We don’t win or fail depending upon our

size or position.

Extract II

Read the extract from line 9 to 16 on page 3 of 
your textbook and answer the following 
questions. 
[“We can’t all …………....... 

……………… whatever you are!”] Sample Content
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iii. False. Even if your work is not important, do it
to the best of your ability.

iv. True  
#2. What is the message given at the end of the 

poem? 
Ans: The poem conveys a powerful message that 

irrespective of our differences and limitations, 
we need to be the best at whatever we do. 

A3. Vocabulary/Poetic Devices 

1. Give the rhyming words in the extract. 
Ans:
i. crew – do ii. here – near
iii. trail – fail iv. star – are 
2. Give two examples of Repetition from the

extract.
Ans:  
i. “If you can’t be a highway then just be a trail,”
ii. “If you can’t be the sun, be a star;”
The word ‘be’ has been repeated for poetic effect. 
3. Identify and explain the Figures of Speech in

the following lines from the extract.
i. “We can’t all be captains, we’ve got to be

crew,”
Ans:  
a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the letters ‘w’

and ‘c’ have been repeated for poetic effect.
b. Antithesis – Opposite words like ‘captains’ and

‘crew’ have been used in the same line for
creating an effect of drama in the poem.

c. Metaphor – The word ‘captain’ indirectly refers
to the important positions that people hold in
life whereas the word ‘crew’ represents the
ordinary positions that people hold in life.

d. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been repeated
for poetic effect.

ii. “There’s big work to do, and there’s lesser to
do,”

Ans:  
a. Antithesis – Opposite ideas like ‘big’ and

‘lesser’ have been used in the same line for
creating an effect of drama in the poem.

b. Repetition – The word ‘be’ has been repeated
for poetic effect.

iii. “It isn’t by size that you win or you fail –”
Ans:
a. Antithesis – Opposite ideas like ‘win’ and ‘fail’

have been used in the same line for creating an
effect of drama in the poem.

b. Repetition – The word ‘you’ has been repeated
for poetic effect.

iv. “Be the best of whatever you are!”
Ans:
a. Alliteration – Here the sound of the letter ‘b’

has been repeated for poetic effect.

1. Write an appreciation of the poem with the
help of the following points:

*i. The title of the poem is Be the Best.
*ii. The poem is written by Douglas Malloch.
*iii. The poem has four stanzas. Each stanza has four

lines. 
*iv. The lines that rhyme in each stanza, are first and

third, second and fourth. 
*v. The poet compares big things with smaller

things. 
*vi. If you can’t be is a repeated expression in the

poem. 
*vii. The line  I shall always remember is Be the

best of whatever you are! 
viii. The theme of the poem is Whatever we do, we

should do it to the best of our abilities.
ix. The rhyme scheme of the poem is abab.
x. The figures of speech in the poem are Metaphor,

Alliteration, Repetition, Antithesis.

*1. Read the words / names given below. Put the
big-sized / bigger ones in the big circle and 
the smaller ones in the small circle. 
(muskie, tree, pine, lake, bass, bush, highway, 
scrub, rill, sun, star, trail) 

Ans:  

*2. Complete the following with appropriate
words / phrases from the poem. 
(First one is done for you) 

i. If you can’t be a pine, be a scrub.
ii. If you can’t be a tree, _______.
iii. _______, be a bass.
iv. If you can’t be a captain, _______
v. _______, be a trail.
vi. If you can’t be the sun, _______.
Ans:
i. If you can’t be a pine, be a scrub.
ii. If you can’t be a tree, be a bush.

Appreciation of the Poem

Integrated Questions
(based on the entire text) 

bass, bush, 
scrub, star, 

rill, trail 

muskie, tree, 
pine, lake, 

highway, sun 

Sample Content
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iii. If you can’t be a muskie, be a bass.
iv. If you can’t be a captain, be the crew.
v. If you can’t be a highway, be a trail.
vi. If you can’t be the sun, be a star. 

*1. Form groups of four. Read each stanza in the
poem turn by turn.

[Students are expected to attempt the above activity on
their own with proper stress and intonation.] 

*1. Read the given extract from the poem ‘Little
Drops of Water.....’ by Julia Fletcher Carney. 
Learn it up. Set it to a tune and enjoy singing 
it. You may ask your teacher to help you. 

Little drops of water, 
Little grains of sand, 
Make the mighty ocean 
And the pleasant land. 
Little deeds of kindness, 
Little words of love, 
Help to make the earth happy, 
Like the heaven above. 

[Students are expected to attempt the above activity on 
their own.] 

Project 

Activities 

Reading 

Formative Assessment

Sample Content
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