


p  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P.O. No. 13101
TEID: 3521

Based on the Latest Board Paper Pattern prescribed by the Maharashtra State Board of 
Secondary and Higher Secondary Education, Pune - 04 

Printed at: Jasmine Art Printers Pvt. Ltd., Navi Mumbai

©  Lazy Bone Education 
No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, C.D. ROM / Audio Video Cassettes or electronic, mechanical 
including photocopying; recording or by any information storage and retrieval system without permission in writing from the Publisher. 

This book comprises of Q.R. Codes at strategic touch points. Students can simply scan these Q.R. Codes
and get a plethora of subject knowledge at their disposal. The Q.R. Codes included herein would take the
students to videos that shall provide them with a better understanding of the Poems. The Q.R. Codes under
the ‘Writing Activity’ and ‘Project’ sections, in certain chapters, will enable students to view the answers
of the questions included in those sections. We hope students would maximize the use of this book with
the aid of these Q.R. Codes. 

  Based on the Latest Board Paper Pattern 
  Extract-based format with different types of questions 
  Contains Glossary, Summary and Paraphrase 
  Covers all ‘Warming Up!’ Activities for chapter and poems 
  Includes answers to all Textual Questions as well as Additional Questions 
  Covers Language Study and Writing Skills Questions 
  Includes Activity-based (Reading and Writing) Questions 
  Contains ‘Language Study: Practice Questions’ at the end of each chapter 
  Includes selective questions from Board Question Papers till July 2023 
  Contains ‘Fun Time’ with interesting and entertaining activities for students 
  Includes separate sections on Unseen Passages, Live English and Translation 
  Covers Writing Skills with guidelines explained in English and Marathi 
  Includes Board Activity Sheet of March 2024 (Solution in PDF format through Q.R. Code) 

Salient Features 

PRECISE

STD. X (cejeþer / mesceer Fbûepeer ceeO³ece) 

 Balbharati Registration No.: 2022MH0007

Sample Content



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The journey to create a complete book is strewn with triumphs, failures, and near misses. If you think we’ve nearly 
missed something or want to applaud us for our triumphs, we’d love to hear from you.  
Please write to us at: support@lazybone.in 

Disclaimer 

This reference book is transformative work based on ‘My English Coursebook’ published by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum 
Research, Pune. We the publishers are making this reference book which constitutes as fair use of textual contents which are transformed by adding and elaborating, with 
a view to simplify the same to enable the students to understand, memorize  and reproduce the same in examinations.  
This work is purely inspired upon the course work as prescribed by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, Pune. Every care has 
been taken in the publication of this reference book by the Authors while creating the contents. The Authors and the Publishers shall not be responsible for any loss or 
damages caused to any person on account of errors or omissions which might have crept in or disagreement of any third party on the point of view expressed in the 
reference book.   
© reserved with the Publisher for all the contents created by our Authors.  
No copyright is claimed in the textual contents which are presented as part of fair dealing with a view to provide best supplementary study material for the benefit of students.   

PREFACE 

‘PRECISE My English Coursebook: Std. X’ is a well-designed guide that is efficiently drafted to help the 
students coast through this milestone year of their educational journey in a well-prepared and carefree manner.  
Through this book, we aim to make learning easy for students by segregating each chapter into different extracts based 
on the pattern followed by Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, Pune.  
Every chapter in the book begins with a Glossary that contains meanings of difficult words and phrases in 
English as well as Marathi. Paraphrases of the poems and Summaries of the lessons are provided for quick 
understanding in English and Marathi. This is followed by the Chit-Chat activities and the extracts, where all 
the textual questions have been answered along with additional activities to enable thorough understanding of the 
lessons. The Writing Activity section of selected chapters has been equipped with a glossary that explains the 
meanings of the difficult words used in that section. A ‘Language Study: Practice Questions’ section (with 
solutions) at the end of all the lessons will give the students a thorough practice for the examination. As an added 
advantage, we have given the meanings and sentences of all the Phrases used in all the chapters and poems at 
the very end of the lessons. The Project section of the chapters have been provided via Q.R. Code to ensure 
students have access to the content having real-life application and can continue to study in a seamless manner.  
Exhaustive practice of Grammar and Vocabulary as provided in this book would enhance the language skills of 
the students. The book also covers a separate section on Unseen Passages along with the Summaries.  
A dedicated section on Grammar with explanation of concepts has been made available to build a strong 
language base for the students. A special section on Language Study has also been included to give the students 
extensive practice on the combination of Vocabulary and Grammar questions. Students can refer to these 
sections since the inception of the academic year as this would help them to get a grip on Grammar and fortify 
their language base. A separate section on Writing Skills, with concepts explained in English and Marathi, has 
been provided for additional practice towards the end of the book.   
The section on Skill Development towards the end of the book includes the topics Live English and 
Translation, which help the students to build their knowledge base and refine their language skills.   
The book also contains the latest Board Activity Sheet i.e. March 2024 along with its solution, which has been 
provided through Q.R. Code.  
We hope the students find this book purposeful and enjoy using it as much as we enjoyed making it.  
A book affects eternity; one can never tell where its influence stops.  

Best of luck to all the aspirants! 
- Publisher

Edition: Fourth
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Each chapter begins with a glossary
containing the meanings of all the
difficult words and phrases from
the chapter. 

Glossary 

All the chapters have been
segregated into extracts to enable
better understanding. 

Extracts 

The Paraphrases of all the poems
and the Summaries of all the
chapters have been provided for
easy understanding of the lessons. 

Paraphrase and Summary 

The Appreciation of all the poems
has been provided as per the new
Paper Pattern. A Mnemonic has
been created for the figures of
speech in all the poems to enable
quick recall. 

Appreciation of the Poem 

 KEY 
FEATURES

Project help the students to
attempt activities related to the
themes in the various lessons in
the textbook by taking some
external reference. 

Project 

For ensuring ample practice, we
have provided this special section,
which extensively covers all the
language study activities, at end of
each chapter. 

Language Study:  
Practice Questions

The textual questions requiring
holistic answers have been covered
under this header in each chapter. 

Integrated Questions
(based on the entire text) 

Q.R. Codes:  
• At the end of all the poem

chapters, we have provided a
Q.R. Code that will enable
students to access videos
explaining the Paraphrases along
with Glossaries and Figures of
Speech of the respective poems. 

• ‘Writing Activity’, ‘Study Skills’
and ‘Project’ sections for select
chapters via Q.R. codes. 

• ‘Solution’ of Board Activity
Sheet of March 2024. 

Q.R. Codes 
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                                                            Section I: Language Study                                                   10 Marks 
Q.1. A. Language Study 
 A. Do as Directed (Simple Questions) 08 Marks   
 B. Do as Directed (Medium Questions) 02 Marks   
                                                              Section II: Textual Passages 
                                                  (Reading Skills, Vocabulary, Grammar)                                     20 Marks 
Q.2. A. Textual Passage for Comprehension 
 A1.  Simple Factual Activity                                     02 Marks   
 A2.  Complex Factual Activity                                   02 Marks 
 A3.  Activity based on Vocabulary                              02 Marks 
 A4.  Activity based on Grammar (Language Study)           02 Marks 
 A5.  Activity based on Open-ended / Personal Response   02 Marks 
 
 B. Textual Passage for Comprehension   
 B1.  Simple Factual Activity                                     02 Marks   
 B2.  Complex Factual Activity                                   02 Marks 
 B3.  Activity based on Vocabulary                              02 Marks 
 B4.  Activity based on Grammar (Language Study)              02 Marks 
 B5.  Activity based on Open-ended / Personal Response   02 Marks 
                                                         Section III: Poetry                                                                   10 Marks 
Q.3. A. Poem for Comprehension 
 A1.  Simple Factual Activity      02 Marks  
 A2.  Complex Factual Activity     02 Marks 
 A3.  Vocabulary / Poetic Devices     01 Mark  
 B. Poem for Appreciation 
  •  Title       ½ Mark 
  •   Poet       ½ Mark 
  •   Rhyme Scheme      01 Mark 
  •   Figure of Speech      01 Mark 
  •   Theme / Central Idea     02 Marks 
                                                           Section IV: Unseen / Non-textual Passages 
                                           (Reading Skills, Vocabulary, Grammar and Summary)                   15 Marks 
Q.4. A. Unseen / Non-textual Passage for Comprehension   
 A1.  Simple Factual Activity                                     02 Marks   
 A2.  Complex Factual Activity                                   02 Marks 
 A3.  Activity based on Vocabulary                              02 Marks 
 A4.  Activity based on Grammar (Language Study)         02 Marks 
 A5.  Activity based on Open-ended / Personal Response   02 Marks 
 
 B. Writing a Summary of the Unseen passage given in Q.4 (A)  
  •   Suggest a suitable / Write title     01 Mark 
  •   Central Idea / Theme     02 Marks 
  •   Use of appropriate language     02 Marks 

Std. Xth – My English Coursebook 
PAPER PATTERN AND MARKING SCHEME 

Time: 3 Hours                                                                                                 Total Marks: 80 
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Section-wise Weightage of Marks 

                                                          Section V: Writing Skills                                                       20 Marks 
Q.5. A.  Letter writing       05 Marks 
 A1. Informal 
   OR 
 A2. Formal  
      
 B. Dialogue Writing / Drafting a Speech      05 Marks 
 B1. Dialogue Writing 
     OR  
 B2. Drafting a Speech 
 
Q.6. A. Information Transfer      05 Marks 
 A1. Non-verbal to Verbal 
      OR  
 A2. Verbal to Non-verbal    
 B. Expand the Theme                 05 Marks 
 B1. News Report 
   OR  
 B2. Develop a Story based on the given beginning / end 
                                                                  Section VI: Skill Development                                        5 Marks 
Q.7. Translation       
 i. 4 words out of 6 words (English to medium of instruction)     02 Marks 
 ii. 2 out of 4 sentences (English to medium of instruction)     02 Marks 
 iii. 1 out of 2 idioms / proverbs (English to medium of instruction)     01 Marks 

  
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education, Pune - 04]                                                

No. Internal Assessment Marks 
1. Section I – Language Study 10 Marks 
2. Section II – Textual Passages 20 Marks 
3. Section III  Poetry 10 Marks 
4. Section IV – Non-textual Passage 15 Marks 
5. Section V – Writing Skills 20 Marks 
6. Section VI – Skill Development 05 Marks 

Total 80 Marks 

No. Internal Assessment Marks 
1. Listening Skill 05 Marks 
2. Speaking Skill 05 Marks 
3. Assignment 1 05 Marks 
4. Assignment 2 05 Marks 

Total 20 Marks 
 

yees[e&®³ee Hejer#esuee DeelceefJeMJeemeeves meeceesjs peeC³eemeeþer vecegvee ÒeMveHeef$ekeÀe mees[JeCes ne SkeÀ Gllece ceeie& Deens. Mespeejerue
QR keÀes[ mke@Àve keÀªve Deece®³ee “SSC 54 ÒeMveHeef$ekeÀe Je ke=ÀefleHeef$ekeÀe GllejHeef$ekeÀebmeefnle” ³eeefJe<e³eer peeCetve I³ee.  

MesJeì®³ee #eCeer mebHetCe& HegmlekeÀe®ee DeY³eeme keÀjCes DeJeIe[ Jeeìles keÀe? 
Deece®³ee “Important Question Bank (IQB)” ³ee HegmlekeÀeletve cenllJee®³ee ÒeMveeb®eer PeìHeì GpeUCeer keÀje.
DeefOekeÀ ceeefnleer keÀefjlee Heg{erue QR keÀes[ mke@Àve keÀje. 
 
Grammar DeeefCe Vocabulary ceOeerue iegCe ieceeJet vekeÀe. “English (LL) Grammar (Language Study) &
Vocabulary Std. X” ³ee HegmlekeÀe®ee JeeHej keÀªve DeefOekeÀeefOekeÀ mejeJe keÀje Je peemleerle peemle iegCe efceUJee. ³eeefJe<e³eer
DeefOekeÀ ceeefnleer efceUJeC³eekeÀefjlee Mespeejer efouesuee Q.R. Code mke@Àve keÀje.   
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Every lesson/poem begins with an opportunity to chat with your benchmate/group/classmates and even your 
teacher. No one can stop you from chatting about the topic given. The only rule is CHAT IN ENGLISH. It will 
improve your speaking/oral skills and boost your confidence in Spoken English and Conversation. 
So open your mouths and TALK! Let’s make some meaningful noise in the class.  
*1. From the word-grid below pick out words related to Language Study (Grammar and Vocabulary) and 

write them against each of the clues.  
H M N O P R O N O U N Q 
O S A T R R V X L H O A 
M A D V E R B F B C U D 
O R J Q P X Y Z P E N G 
P T E H O K L M L G D P 
H I C B S I N G U L A R 
O C T K I H P I R B G E 
N L I L T M P O A R T F 
E E V I I P R I L K B I 
I S E R O C O M P L E X 
S Y N O N Y M D V E R B  

Clues: 
i. I refer to only one noun _______  
ii. I qualify a noun _______ 
iii. I say more about an action (verb) _______  
iv. I am a naming word _______ 
v. I can replace a naming word _______ 
vi. I accompany nouns/pronouns and show their relation with another word _______ 
vii. I am a sentence with a subordinate clause _______ 
viii. I am an Action or Being _______ 
ix. I am attached before a word _______ 
x. I sound the same but differ in spelling and meaning _______ 
xi. I am a word having nearly the same meaning _______ 
xii. I come before nouns to point out definite or indefinite _______ 
xiii.  I refer to more than one noun ______ 
 [Note: This question has been added because its answer is present in the word-grid.] 
Ans: 

H M N O P R O N O U N Q 
O S A T R R V X L H O A 
M A D V E R B F B C U D 
O R J Q P X Y Z P E N G 
P T E H O K L M L G D P 
H I C B S I N G U L A R 
O C T K I H P I R B G E 
N L I L T M P O A R T F 
E E V I I P R I L K B I 
I S E R O C O M P L E X 
S Y N O N Y M D V E R B 

 
 i. Singular ii. Adjective iii. Adverb iv. Noun 
 v. Pronoun vi. Preposition vii. Complex viii. Verb 
 ix. Prefix x. Homophone xi. Synonym xii. Articles 
 xiii. Plural 

Let’s Retrospect
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Glossary 
 

Word Meaning 
darkened (adj) here, evil (JeeF&ì) 
distress (n) great worry and strain (HeÀej $eeme, 

DeefleMe³e ef®eblee) 
temptation (n) a strong wish to do something bad 

or wrong  (ceesn) 
 
Paraphrase 
 
The poem ‘A Teenager’s Prayer’, written by J. Morse 
focuses on a teenager’s wish about how he wants to 
lead his teenage life. 
The speaker, a teenager himself, states that he has to 
take important decisions about the path that he would 
take in life. The speaker is aware that one road leads to 
success while the other one, i.e. the path of evil, would 
lead him to pain. He urges God to help him keep his 
eyes open, so that he can see clearly and stand for the 
things that are good. The teenager wants God to help 
him bring out his best qualities, avoid temptations and 
to stay healthy.  
He is sure that at the end of his teenage, he would be 
pleased to have lived a good life, free of any faults or 
evils, with God’s constant guidance.  
DeeMe³e  
 
SkeÀe efkeÀMeesjJe³eerve cegueeuee l³ee®es efkeÀMeesjJe³eerve Dee³eg<³e keÀmes 
peiee³e®es Deens, ³eeyeeyele®³ee l³ee®³ee F®íe pes. ceesme& ³eebveer ‘A 
Teenager’s Prayer’ ³ee keÀefJelesle ceeb[u³ee Deensle. ³ee keÀefJelesle 
keÀJeer efkeÀMeesjJe³eerve ceguee®³ee YetefcekesÀletve yeesuele Deens. 
efkeÀMeesjJe³eerve cegueiee mJele: meebielees, keÀer YeeJeer Dee³eg<³ee®ee ³eesi³e ceeie& 
efveJe[C³eemeeþer cenllJee®ee efveCe&³e l³eeuee I³ee³e®ee Deens. Dee³eg<³eele 
Heg{s peeleevee SkeÀ ceeie& l³eeuee ³eMee®³ee ceeiee&Jej IesTve peeF&ue, lej 
ogmeje ceeie& l³eeuee JeeF&ì cnCepes®e Ieesj ef®ebles®³ee, $eemee®³ee ceeiee&Jej 
IesTve peeF&ue, ³ee®eer l³eeuee peeCeerJe Deens. ³ee oesvner ceeiee¥HewkeÀer ³eesi³e 
lees ceeie& mHe<ì efomeeJee, ³eesi³e efveCe&³e Ieslee ³eeJee ³eemeeþer DeeHeues [esUs 
GIe[s þsJeeJesle, DeeHeu³eeuee ceeie&oMe&ve keÀjeJes DeMeer ÒeeLe&vee lees 
HejcesMJejeuee keÀjlees. DeeHeu³eeceOeerue meJeexllece iegCeeb®es ÒekeÀìerkeÀjCe 
JneJes, ceesneJej efve³eb$eCe þsJelee ³eeJes DeeefCe Deejesi³eHetCe& Dee³eg<³e 
peielee ³eeJes, ³eemeeþer osJeeves DeeHeu³eeuee ceole keÀjeJeer DeMeer l³ee®eer 
F®íe Deens.  
HejcesMJeje®³ee ceeie&oMe&veecegUs efkeÀMeesjJe³ee®³ee MesJeìer lees SkeÀ ®eebieues, 
meceeOeeveer, meJeexllece Dee³eg<³e peiesue, ogieg&CeebHeemetve cegkeÌle jenerue Demee 
l³eeuee þece efJeMJeeme Deens.    

Warming Up! 
 
  
*1. Form groups of five to six and discuss. Give a 

rating of 1 to 5, to each of the following. 
When you have to take important decisions 
what do you generally do? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
[Students are expected to attempt the above question 
on their own.]  

*2.  In poetry, very often, there are lines in which 
the poet seems to talk directly to an absent 
person, an abstract idea or thing / object.  

  Such a tactic / device used by the poet is the 
Figure of Speech ‘Apostrophe’. 

e.g. 
 Twinkle, twinkle little star 
 Death! Where is thy sting? 
 O Cave man! I wish I could live with you.   
 Complete the following, creating examples of 

Apostrophe of your own. 
i. O, Life! How _________________   
ii. Dear God, Please ______________ 
iii. Books! You are _______________ 
iv. Exams! I wish ________________ 
v. O, you beautiful sky ___________ 
Ans:  
i. mysterious you are! 
ii. help me be humble and kind! 
iii. the most amazing friends I can ever have! 
iv. you could be easier! 
v. your vastness amazes me! 
  
Read the following extract from your textbook and 
answer the following questions.  
 
  
A1.  Simple Factual  

*1. Complete the following sentences by choosing 
the correct alternatives. 

i. According to the poet, _______ are brought by 
each new day.      (new beginnings/new endings) 

i. Consult parents / elders 

ii. Contact friends for advice

iii. Pray to God for guidance 

iv. Think deeply in silence 

v. Ask your teacher for help 

vi. Toss a coin to decide 

A Teenager’s Prayer 1.1 
 J. Morse 

Chit-Chat 

Extract  
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Chapter 1.1: A Teenager’s Prayer

ii. We must decide to take the road which leads to 
_______.                 (great distress/great success) 

 
iii. The poet prays to the Lord to help him stand for 

what is _______.                             (might/right) 
 
iv. The poet wants to see that his teenage years 

have been the _______ years of his life.  
                                                                  (worst/best) 

Ans:  
i. new beginnings ii. great success 
iii. right  iv. best 
 

#2.  What does each new day fetch? 
[Note: Refer A1 Q.1 (i) from the extract for this answer.] 
 
3. State whether the following statements are 

True or False. Correct the False statements. 
i. The poet says that others will choose his way. 
ii. The darkened road leads to great distress. 
iii. The poet wants God to help him. 
iv. The poet wants to give in to temptations. 
Ans:  
i. False. The poet says that only he will choose his 

way. 
ii. True 
iii. True 
iv. False. The poet wants to avoid temptations. 
 
 
 
   
A2.  Complex Factual 
 
1. Complete the sentences based on the extract. 

#i. The age-group of the speaker in the poem is 
_______. 

#ii. Each day the speaker has to take decisions about 
_______. 

iii. The poet makes a prayer to God to _______. 
#iv. When faced with temptation, one should 

_______. 
#v. The speaker wishes for the company of 

_______.  
#vi. The poet wishes to maintain his body by 

_______. 
#vii. At the end of his teenage years the poet wishes 

to see _______. 
Ans: 
i. that of a teenager 
ii. the path he / she must choose in life 
iii. guide him along the right path, help him avoid 

temptations and to stay healthy 
iv. avoid it and not give in to it 
v. God in the walk of life 

vi. keeping it clean and fit every day, throughout 
his life 

vii. that he has lived  his life well with God’s 
guidance 

 
A3.  Vocabulary / Poetic Devices 
 
1. Identify and explain the Figures of Speech in 

the following lines from the extract. 
 
i. “Each day brings new beginnings,” 
Ans:  
a.  Alliteration – Repeated sound of ‘b’  
b. Personification – ‘day’ is given a human quality 

of ‘being able to bring’ 
 
ii. “Decisions I must make.” 
Ans:  
a.  Alliteration – Repeated sound of ‘m’  
b.  Inversion – Changed order of words 
  The correct order is “I must make decisions.” 
 
iii. “The road that I will take.” 
Ans:  
a.  Alliteration – Repeated sound of ‘th’  
b. Metaphor – ‘the decisions the speaker would 

have to take’ are indirectly compared to ‘a road 
he / she would have to choose’ 

 
iv. “I can choose to take the road of life.” 
Ans: Metaphor – ‘the road to success’ is indirectly 

compared to the ‘road of life’ 
   
v. “Or travel down the darkened road” 
Ans:  
a.  Alliteration – Repeated sound of ‘d’  
b. Metaphor – ‘the path of life which leads to 

distress’ is indirectly compared to ‘a darkened 
road’ 

 
vi. “Please open up my eyes, dear Lord,” 
Ans:  
a. Apostrophe – There is a direct address to God, 

who is actually not present there. 
b. Inversion – Changed order of words. The correct 

is “Dear lord, please open up my eyes”. 
 
vii. “Bring out the best in me.” 
Ans: Alliteration – Repeated sound of ‘b’  
 
viii. “When temptation comes my way,” 
Ans: Personification – ‘temptation’ is given the 

human quality of ‘coming one’s way’ 
 
ix. “And fit for life each day.” 
Ans: Alliteration – Repeated sound of ‘f’  
 
x. “I know that I will see” 
Ans: Repetition – ‘I’ has been repeated for 

maintaining the rhythm of the poem 

[“Each day ………….... 
                     ................ next to me.”] 

Sample Content



4 

 

  4

Std. X: Precise My English Coursebook

xi. “That life is lived its very best” 
Ans: Alliteration – Repeated sound of ‘i’ and ‘l’   
xii. “With you walking next to me.” 
Ans: Alliteration – Repeated sound of ‘w’   

*2.  Find and write the pairs of rhyming words 
from the poem. 

Ans:  
i. make – take ii. success – distress 
iii. see – me iv. way – day 
v. see – me  
3. Complete the following sentence by choosing 

the correct alternative.  
i.  The rhyme scheme of the poem is _______. 
 A. aabb B. abcd 
 C. abcb D. abba 
Ans: C. abcb  
Appreciation of the Poem  
 

*1. Read the poem. Write an appreciation of the 
poem in about 12 to 15 sentences with the 
help of the following points: 

i. Title 
ii. Poet 
iii. Rhyme Scheme 
iv. Figures of Speech 
v. Theme / Central Idea (2 to 3 lines)  

 [March 2023] 
Ans: Appreciation of the poem ‘A Teenager’s 

Prayer’ 
i. Title: ‘A Teenager’s Prayer’ 
ii. Poet: J. Morse 
iii. Rhyme Scheme: ‘abcb’ 
iv. Figures of Speech: Alliteration, Apostrophe, 

Inversion, Metaphor, Personification, Repetition 
v. Theme / Central Idea: The central idea of the 

poem is that it a direct address to God by a 
teenager, who wishes that God should be by his 
side and guide him. He wants God to help him 
lead a good life.  

Integrated Questions (based on the entire text) 
 
1. The title is suitable for the poem. Comment. 
Ans: The title ‘A Teenager’s Prayer’ states the central 

idea of the poem. The poet narrates a teenager’s 
wish that God be with him and guide him, so 
that he can lead a good life.  

Language Study  
 

*1. Alliteration is the occurrence of the same 
sound at the beginning of words in a phrase, 
sentence etc., such as “That life is lived its 
very best.” 

 Find out more examples of Alliteration from 
this poem. 

[Note: Refer A3 Q.1 from the extract for this answer.] 

*2. Match the lines in Column A with the Figures 
of Speech in Column B.  

 Column ‘A’  Column ‘B’ 
i. Decisions, I must make. a. Apostrophe 
ii. Please open up my eyes, 

dear Lord. 
b. Inversion 

iii. Travel down the 
darkened road 

c. Metaphor 

iv. I can choose to take the 
road of life 

d. Alliteration 

 
Ans: (i  b), (ii  a), (iii  d), (iv  c)  

*3. Let’s learn. 
 The difference between Apostrophe in 

Punctuation and the Apostrophe as a Figure 
of Speech. 

Ans:  
 Apostrophe 

(Punctuation) 
Apostrophe  

(Figure of Speech) 
Use i. To shorten 

words  
ii. To indicate 

possession 
by nouns 

To address directly 
an entity that is dead, 
absent or abstract 

Example i.   he had – 
he’d 

ii.  Sheetal’s 

i. Twinkle twinkle, 
little star, how I 
wonder what you 
are? 

ii. Oh Death! Where 
is thy sting?  

Activities 
 
Writing  
*1. Elements of Planning an Interview: (Group 

Activity) 
 Form groups and discuss each element of 

planning an interview and prepare notes on 
each element. 

i. Format  Structure 
ii. Size/Length  How much 
iii. Do’s and Don’ts  Rules and Regulations 
iv. Type of Questions  Yes/No questions or Wh Type. 
Ans:  
i. Format –  
a. Introductory Questions 
b. Probing Questions 
c. Conclusive Questions – message, future plans, etc.  
ii. Size/Length –  
a.   Around eight to ten questions should be planned. 
iii. Do’s and Don’ts –   
a. Do not ask personal questions. 
b. Do not ask closed-ended i.e. yes – no questions. 
c. Research on the topic/the individual to be 

interviewed, beforehand. 
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Chapter 1.1: A Teenager’s Prayer

d. Ask about the details related to the topic or 
profession and make use of Wh-questions to 
have a free flowing conversation. 

iv. Type of Questions   Preferably ask questions 
that will result in qualitative information. Avoid 
questions that give Yes/No answers unless it is 
added on to another question that would ask for 
details. 

[Note: Students can add more points to the above 
elements after discussion in class.] 

 
*2. Look around in your vicinity  your family, 

friends, neighbours, classmates, etc. and 
write about any four teenagers who have 
made a name for themselves by doing 
something extraordinary. (See table given in 
‘English Workshop’ Q9. of the chapter.) 

  (The completed table is given below) 
Ans:   

 Teenager 
Group Name/s 

Special/ 
extraordinary 
tasks /things 
performed 

i. Family Rohan 
Joshi 
(Cousin) 

Performed an 
honest act of 
returning a bag full 
of money to its 
rightful owner. 

ii. Friends Geetika 
John 

Started an online 
campaign to spread 
awareness 
regarding the 
importance of an 
individual’s role in 
keeping the 
surroundings clean. 

iii. Neighbours Mitali 
Sahane 

Won the Starlight 
Writing Award for 
fiction at the age of 
fourteen. Her short 
story was published 
by Starlight (India). 

iv. Classmate Adeeb 
Khan 

Is a top tennis 
player. He has won 
various tournaments 
including the State 
level inter-school 
championship. 

 
[Note: The above answer is for reference. Students are 

expected to attempt the above activity on their 
own.]  

 
*3. Compose a short prayer in English asking God 

to guide you in your teenage years. Later, you 
can even try to make the lines rhyme to give it a 
poetic form. 

*4. Prepare a set of 10 questions to interview any 
successful teenager. You may use the 
guidelines given in ‘English Workshop’ Q6. of 
the chapter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[P.S. Scan this Q. R. Code in Quill -
The Padhai App to view a video that 
explains the Glossary, Paraphrase
and Figures of Speech encountered
in this poem] 

[Scan the given Q.R. Code in 
Quill - The Padhai App to view the
answers to these questions from the 
Writing Activities section of this 
chapter] 
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Glossary 
 

Word Meaning 
adjacent (adj) next to; adjoining (ueiele / mebueive) 
aggressive (adj) hostile; violent (Dee¬eÀcekeÀ) 
assault (n) attack  (nuuee) 
backdrop (n) environment; setting (HeeMJe&Yetceer) 
bosom (n) breast (íeleer / Gj) 
cacophony (n) loud harsh noises (keÀesueenue, ieeWieeì) 
cawing (n) harsh cries of a crow  

(keÀeJeUîeeb®ee keÀke&ÀMe DeeJeepe) 
clan (n) a very large family (JebMe, kegÀU) 
commotion (n) noise and confusion (ieeWOeU, ie[ye[) 
compassion (n) sympathy and kindness (o³ee, 

keÀCeJe) 
coop (n) a cage for poultry (Kegje[s, keÀeWye[îeebvee 

þsJeC³ee®eer peeiee) 
cry (n) here, a shout or call of an animal 

(j[Ces, ³esLes DeLe&- ÒeeC³ee®es Deesj[Ces efkebÀJee 
nekeÀ ceejCes) 

cuddled (v) held closely (keÀJeìeUCes) 
descended (v) moved downwards (Keeueer GlejCes) 
dominant (adj) powerful; superior (ÒeyeU, yeueJeeve) 
enchanted (adj) under a magical effect (peeotce³e) 
encounter (n) an unexpected meeting; an 

unpleasant conflict (De®eevekeÀ ieeþ 
He[Ces,DeveHesef#ele Yesì nesCes) 

engrossed (v) occupied in  (ceive nesCes, leuueerve nesCes) 
flock (n) a group of birds (LeJee) 
foe (n) enemy; rival (Me$et) 
furiously (adv) angrily; violently (®eJeleeUtve, efnbñeHeCes) 
gratitude (n) thankfulness; appreciation (ke=Àle%elee) 
hapless (adj) unfortunate  (efye®eejs) 
hearty (adj) sufficient; large (cevemeeskeÌle) 
hesitant (adj) uncertain; lacking confidence 

(efye®ekeÀCes) 
hurled (v) threw forcefully (peesjeves efYejkeÀeJeCes) 
inert (adj) powerless; motionless (De®esleve) 
infuriated (adj) angered; enraged (mebleHle) 
intermittent 
(adj) 

infrequent; random; irregular 
(DeOetveceOetve) 

interspecies 
(adj) 

between two or more species 
(DeeblejÒepeeleer³e, oesve efkebÀJee DeefOekeÀ 
ÒepeeleeRceOeerue) 

listless (adj) without any energy ($eeCeefnve) 
luxurious (adj) here, rich and abundant (Deejeceoe³ekeÀ,

megKeo, ³esLes DeLe&- mebHevve, mece=odOe) 
magnificent 
(adj) 

grand; splendid  (YeJ³e) 

majestic (adj) impressive in size; large (efJemleerCe&) 
manifold (adj) more and more (yengefJeOe, DeveskeÀ) 
marauding (adj) searching  for something to steal 

or attack (®eesjC³eemeeþer efkebÀJee nuuee 
keÀjC³eemeeþer keÀenerlejer MeesOeCes) 

mercilessly (adv) cruelly (efveo&³eerHeCes) 
muffled (adj) quietened; suppressed sound 

(oyeuesu³ee, #eerCeuesu³ee) 
new dimension 
(n) 

new factor  (veJeerve Dee³eece) 

oozing (v) pouring out; overflowing (Deesmeb[tve 
JeenCes) 

overwhelmed 
(v) 

to be deeply touched (ceve Yeªve ³esCes) 

pitch (n) here, volume; tone (DeeJeepee®eer 
Heìdìer) 

ponder (v) think over deeply (meKeesue efJe®eej 
keÀjCes, efJe®eejele He[Ces) 

profound (adj) deep; significant (ienve) 
prospect (n) future possibility (mebYeeJevee) 
quarters (n) here, sides (³esLes DeLe&- yeepet; Yeeie) 
retreated (v) moved back (ceeies JeUCes) 
scattered (adj) disordered; spread out (efJeKegjuesues) 
shaky (adj) trembling; unstable  ([UceUerle) 
shrill (adj) very high and loud sound / voice 

(keÀke&ÀMe) 
solace (n) comfort and peace (DeeMJemle, efveOee&mle) 
stir (v) move (neue®eeueerme ÒeJe=lle keÀjCes) 
stout (adj) heavy (cepeyetle) 
stricken (adj) to be hit hard; suffer ($emle, Heeref[le) 
surveyed (v) inspected or looked carefully 

(efvejer#eCe keÀjCes, keÀeUpeerHetJe&keÀ 
v³eeneUCes) 

An Encounter of a Special Kind1.2 
– Tapan Mukherjee 
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Chapter 1.2: An Encounter of a Special Kind

trauma (n) great distress (peyejomle ceeveefmekeÀ 
DeeIeele) 

trembling (v) shaking; feeling fear (LejLejCes) 
uncanny (adj) strange; unusual (efJeue#eCe) 
unfolded (adj) revealed  (Gueie[Ces) 
universal (adj) existing everywhere or involving 

everywhere (JewefMJekeÀ) 
veranda (n) balcony; porch (knjeb[e, cetU Iejeuee 

ueeietve Demeuesuee yeensjerue Yeeie) 
vicious (adj) evil; wicked (og<ì) 
welled up (v) filled up  (YejCes) 

 
Phrase Meaning 

got the better 
of  

overpowered; defeated (GlmegkeÀlee 
®eeUJeCes) 

hums into 
action  

becomes active (meef¬eÀ³e nesCes) 

slide down  move downwards  (Keeueer GlejCes) 
strike a right 
chord  

evoke a particular emotion in 
someone else  (YeeJevee ³eesi³e ÒekeÀejs 
Heesnes®eJeCes) 

 
Things to Remember 
 

aswatha peepal  tree (efHebHeUe®es Pee[) 
langur a type of Asian monkey  (DeeefMe³eeF& 

ceekeÀ[e®eer SkeÀ peele) 
 
Summary 
 
The lesson ‘An Encounter of a Special Kind’ describes 
a unique incident in the narrator, Tapan Mukherjee’s 
life. 
The narrator lived with his family in Raniganj, West 
Bengal. His father was a medical professional and the 
private company that he worked for; provided its 
officers with bungalows in a campus. The narrator’s 
bungalow was just next to the officer’s club. The 
compound was rich in greenery and was home to 
various species of birds, squirrels as well as a group of 
langurs. 
The narrator was enjoying his holidays by spending 
time with his family and reading magazines and 
storybooks. One afternoon, when he sat down to read a 
book, he heard a group of street dogs barking at a 
distance. He ignored it at first, thinking that they must 
be trying to scare a pig. But when their barking grew 
louder, along with the fearful cawing of crows, he 

went to the veranda to see what the reason could be. 
He was shocked to see a baby langur being bitten to 
death by an adult male langur on the roof of the club 
house. The scene reminded him of a custom in the 
animal kingdom, where the leader of the group never 
allows any other male group member to survive. The 
narrator picked up a stout stick and then threw a stone 
at the male langur. The langur hardly noticed it. But 
then, the narrator started throwing more stones at him 
and this made the male langur drop the baby langur 
from the roof. The narrator managed to keep the dogs 
at bay with the stick and caught hold of the baby 
langur by his tail just as he was about to fall. The baby 
langur had lost consciousness by then. The narrator’s 
family had come out of the house and witnessed this 
incident. Along with help from his family; the narrator 
cleaned the baby langur’s wounds and managed to 
bring him back to consciousness. But he was 
frightened and his whole body was shaking due to 
shock. His eyes were filled with tears. When the 
narrator offered him a banana, he took it and started 
eating in small bites. The baby langur started crying 
loudly when he realised that his mother was sitting on 
the roof and watching the narrator, while he was being 
treated. The narrator made way for the mother to see 
her baby. She took him in her arms and checked his 
injuries. The baby finally felt comfortable, now that he 
was safe in his mother’s arms. The mother langur 
looked at the narrator and thanked him with her eyes. 
The narrator was touched by her expression of 
gratitude. The mother langur then jumped back on the 
kitchen roof with her baby clinging to her body. She 
looked around to make sure the male langur was not in 
the area and leapt away in the opposite direction of the 
attack.  
This small encounter with the mother and the baby 
langur convinced the narrator that animals can 
communicate with humans and that there can be 
mutual trust within different species. He realised 
that food was not the only way to communicate with 
animals. Humans could also develop a bond with 
them through trust, mutual understanding and 
compassion. This incident remains close to the 
narrator’s heart even after fifty-five years of its 
occurrence.  
meejebMe 
 
 ‘An Encounter of a Special Kind’ ³ee HeeþeceO³es uesKekeÀ 
leHeve cegKepeea ³eebveer DeeHeu³ee Dee³eg<³eeleerue SkeÀe efJeue#eCe Òemebiee®es 
JeCe&ve kesÀues Deens.  
ueneveHeCeer uesKekeÀ DeeHeu³ee kegÀìgbefye³eebmen HeefM®ece yebieeue jep³eeleerue 
jeCeeriebpe ³esLes jenle neslee. l³eeb®es Je[erue JewoîekeÀer³e J³eJemee³eele 
keÀe³e&jle nesles. Je[erue p³ee kebÀHeveerle keÀece keÀjle nesles l³ee 
kebÀHeveerceeHe&Àle kebÀHeveer®³ee DeeJeejele®e Dee@efHeÀmeme&meeþer®³ee yebieu³eebceO³es 
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l³eeb®³ee jenC³ee®eer J³eJemLee keÀjC³eele Deeueer nesleer. uesKekeÀ jenle 
Demeuesuee yebieuee Dee@efHeÀmeme& keÌueyeuee ueeietve neslee. kebÀHeveer®³ee 
DeeJeeje®es kegbÀHeCe mece=odOe DeMee efnjJeeF&ves veìues nesles. DeveskeÀ ÒekeÀej®es 
He#eer, Keejer l³ee®eyejesyej uebietj Jeevejeb®³ee ìesUîee ³esLes JeemleJ³eeuee 
nesl³ee.  
DeMee ³ee efvemeie&jc³e JeeleeJejCeele megìdìer®³ee keÀeueeJeOeerle ceeefmekesÀ, 
iees<ìeR®eer HegmlekesÀ Jee®ele uesKekeÀ DeeHeu³ee kegÀìgbefye³eebmen Deeveboele 
efoJeme IeeueJele neslee. SkesÀ efoJeMeer ogHeejer pesJeCeeveblej uesKekeÀe®es 
DeeF&-Je[erue DeeefCe ueneve yenerCe efJeÞeebleer Iesle nesles. DeMee efveJeeble 
JeeleeJejCeele uesKekeÀ iees<ìer®es HegmlekeÀ Jee®ele yemeuee neslee. l³eeJesUer 
YeìkeÌ³ee kegÀ$³eeb®ee peesjpeesjeves YegbkeÀC³ee®ee DeeJeepe l³ee®³ee keÀeveeJej 
He[uee. ÒeLece kegÀ$es vesnceerÒeceeCes [gkeÀjeb®³ee ceeies YegbkeÀle Deensle Demee 
efJe®eej keÀªve uesKekeÀeves l³ee DeeJeepeekeÀ[s ogue&#e kesÀues; cee$e 
YegbkeÀC³ee®ee DeeJeepe HeÀej®e ceesþîeeves ³esT ueeieu³eeJej cee$e vescekesÀ 
keÀe³e Ie[ues les HeenC³eemeeþer uesKekeÀ Ieje®³ee yeensj He[uee. lesJne 
keÌueye neTme®³ee íleeJej SkeÀ Òeew{ vej uebietj Jeevej SkeÀe ueneveMee 
uebietj Jeevej efHeuueeuee efpeJes ceejle Demeu³ee®es ¢M³e Heentve l³eeuee 
OekeÌkeÀe yemeuee. ns ¢M³e Heentve ÒeeC³eeb®³ee jep³eele ìesUerleerue ÒecegKe 
vej ìesUerceOeerue Dev³e keÀesCel³eener vejeuee efpeJeble jent osle veener, ns 
ÒeeC³ee®es mJeYeeJeJewefMe<ìîe uesKekeÀeuee DeeþJeues. l³eeves SkeÀe neleele 
keÀeþer Iesleueer DeeefCe ogmeN³ee neleele oie[ IesTve lees l³ee efnbñe Òeew{ 
JeevejekeÀ[s efYejkeÀeJeuee. DeeOeer Jeevejeves l³eekeÀ[s ogue&#e kesÀues; cee$e 
veblej uesKekeÀeves l³ee JeevejeJej oie[eb®ee ceeje keÀjCes megª þsJeues. 
l³eeveblej veeFueepeeves Òeew{ Jeevejeves efHeuueeuee íleeJeªve Keeueer 
ìeketÀve efoues. ílee®³ee Keeueer YeìkeÌ³ee kegÀ$³eeb®eer ìesUer l³ee 
efHeuueeuee Ye#³e yeveJeC³eemeeþer ìHetve yemeueer nesleer. DeMeeJesUer 
ÒemebieeJeOeeve jeKetve uesKekeÀeves SkeÀeneleeves keÀeþer®ee OeekeÀ oeKeJetve 
kegÀ$³eebvee otj þsJeues DeeefCe ogmeN³ee neleeves íleeJeªve peefceveerJej 
DeeoUC³eeDeieesoj®e efHeuuee®es MesHetì Oeªve l³eeuee Jej®³eeJej®e 
HekeÀ[ues. leesHe³e¥le Ye³eYeerle Peeuesues, DebieeJej efþkeÀefþkeÀeCeer peKecee 
Peeuesues Jeeveje®es les uenevemes efHeuuet yesMegodOe He[ues nesles. ne meeje 
keÀesueenue SsketÀve uesKekeÀe®es kegÀìgbyeer³ener Iejeyeensj Deeues nesles. 
uesKekeÀeves efHeuueeuee Jee®eJeu³ee®es l³ee®³ee kegÀìgbefye³eebveer Òel³e#e 
Heeefnues. l³eeveblej uesKekeÀeves DeeHeu³ee kegÀìgbefye³eeb®³ee ceoleerves l³ee 
efHeuuee®³ee peKecee mJe®í kesÀu³ee, l³eeuee MegodOeerJej DeeCeues. efHeuuet 
efYeleerves LejLej keÀeHele nesles, l³ee®es [esUs HeeC³eeves Yejues nesles. 
uesKekeÀeves efouesues kesÀUs l³eeves Iesleues; DeeefCe les ueneve ueneve Ieeme 
KeeT ueeieues. l³ee efHeuuee®eer DeeF& íleeJej yemetve uesKekeÀ efHeuuee®eer 
keÀjle Demeuesueer megÞet<ee MeebleHeCes Heenle nesleer.  
DeeF&keÀ[s ue#e peelee®e efHeuuet j[t ueeieues. uesKekeÀeves otj nesTve 
Jeevejeruee  efHeuueeHe³e¥le ³esC³ee®ee ceeie& ceeskeÀUe keÀªve efouee. Jeevejerves 
Heg{s ³esTve efHeuueeuee peJeU Iesleues, l³ee®³ee peKecee leHeemeu³ee. 

DeMeejerleerves, efHeuuet DeeHeu³ee DeeF&®³ee kegÀMeerle megjef#eleHeCes 
efJemeeJeu³ee®es uesKekeÀe®³ee ue#eele Deeues. l³eeveblej l³ee Jeevejerves keÀener 
#eCe Lesì uesKekeÀe®³ee vepejsuee vepej efYe[Jetve DeyeesueHeCes ke=Àle%elee 
J³ekeÌle kesÀueer. efleves J³ekeÌle kesÀuesueer ke=Àle%eles®eer YeeJevee uesKekeÀe®³ee 
ceveeuee mHeMet&ve iesueer. l³eeveblej Jeevejer G[er ceeªve mJe³ebHeekeÀIeje®³ee 
íleeJej efveIetve iesueer. l³eeJesUer efHeuuet efleuee efyeueietve yemeues nesles. 
Jeevejerves Òeew{ nuuesKeesj vej Jeevej DeemeHeeme kegÀþs efomeles keÀe ³ee®ee 
keÀeveesmee Iesleuee. lees DeemeHeeme veener ³ee®eer Kee$eer Heìu³eeJej p³ee 
efoMesves nuuee Peeuee neslee l³ee®³ee efJe©odOe efoMesves leer efHeuueemen efveIetve 
iesueer.  
Jeevejer DeeefCe efle®es efHeuuet ³eeb®³eemen De®eevekeÀ Ie[uesu³ee ³ee 
ueneveMee Òemebieeves uesKekeÀe®³ee ceveeJej Deefceì Demee þmee 
GceìJeuee. ÒeeCeer ceeCemeeMeer mebJeeo meeOet MekeÀleele, efJeefJeOe 
ÒepeeleeRceO³es meecebpem³e DeeefCe efJeMJeemee®eer YeeJevee Demet MekeÀles 
DeeefCe leer J³ekeÌleosKeerue nesT MekeÀles ³ee®ee Òel³e³e uesKekeÀeuee 
Deeuee. ÒeeC³eebvee Devve osCes ne®e l³eeb®³eeMeer mebJeeo meeOeC³ee®ee 
SkeÀcesJe ceeie& veJns, nsosKeerue uesKekeÀe®³ee ue#eele Deeues. ceeCetme 
efJeMJeeme, HejmHej meecebpem³e, o³eeUtHeCee ³ee iegCeeb®³ee ceoleerves 
ÒeeC³eebMeer YeeJeefvekeÀ yebOe efJekeÀefmele keÀª MekeÀlees, nsosKeerue l³eeuee 
peeCeJeues. Heb®eeJevve Je<ex Gueìueer lejerosKeerue ner DeeþJeCe 
uesKekeÀe®³ee ceveele keÀe³ece jeefnueer Deens. 
 
Warming Up! 
 
 
 

*1. Look at the first picture given in ‘Warming 
Up!’ section of the chapter. 

i. What do you see in the picture? 
ii.  What do you think the girl is trying to do? Why? 
iii. If you were in the place of the girl, what would 

you do? 
iv. Do you think she will become successful in her 

mission? 
Ans:  
i. I can see a girl almost completely submerged in 

water, carrying a puppy in a vessel. 
ii. The girl is trying to safely carry the puppy 

through the deep water. I think she is doing it 
because she does not want the puppy to 
drown. 

iii. If I were in the place of the girl, I too, would 
have tried to save the helpless puppy. I would 
place the bowl with the puppy next to me and 
pull the bowl through the water, so that the 
weight of the puppy does not push me down as 
the water level is dangerously high. 

iv. Yes, I am sure that she will be successful in her 
mission. 

Chit-Chat 
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