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Chapter 01 : Genetic Basis of Inheritance

 
 
 
 
 
 

Syllabus 
 
 
1.0  Introduction 

1.1  Mendelian inheritance 

1.2  Deviations from Mendelian ratios  

  

Gregor Mendel was the first to give the hypothesis of 
existence of a factor (Mendelian factor; gene) which 
shows continuity and variation. He conducted 
several hybridization experiments on Garden pea 
plant (Pisum sativum). His work of experiments and 
their results were published in the Natural History 
Society of Bruno in 1866.  

Gregor Johann Mendel (1822 – 1884)

Genetic Basis of Inheritance 01 
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Memory Map 

 Mendel selected garden pea
(Pisum sativum)  for hybridization
experiments. 

 He selected seven pairs of
contrasting characters and
formulated the three laws of
inheritance.  

MENDELISM 

Law of Dominance
 Character which expresses itself

phenotypically in F1 generation is
Dominant. 

 Other character which fails to
express is Recessive.  

INHERITANCE 

The alleles of every unit character
remain together in F1 hybrid, but
segregate during gamete formation. 

2
nd 

Law

Law of Segregation

3
rd

Law

Law of Independent
Assortment 

 “When two homozygous parents
differing from each other in two or
more pairs of contrasting characters
are crossed, then the inheritance of
one pair of characters is
independent of the other pair of
characters”. 

 eg. Cross between Yellow Round
(YYRR) seeded plant and Green
Wrinkled (yyrr) plant produces
Yellow Wrinkled (YYrr) and Green
Round (yyRR) + Parental
phenotypes 

 

 Heredity  Transmission of
characters from parents to
offsprings. 

 Variations  Visible differences
between parents and offsprings. 

 Genetics  Study of heredity and
variations.  

POST-MENDELISM

 Mendel’s laws do not hold true in
all cases. 

 Different inheritance patterns and
gene interactions were discovered 
by scientists by performing
experiments on different plants and
animals. 

Intergenic (Non-allelic)

Occurs between alleles of different
genes on same or different
chromosomes. 

Gene interaction

Pleiotropy

 A single gene controls two
(or more) different characters. 

 eg. In Sickle cell anaemia, the gene
for sickle cell anaemia in
homozygous condition (Hbs Hbs) is 
lethal, but produces sickle cell trait
in heterozygous condition (HbA

Hbs) 
 Ratio  2 : 1 

 Two or more gene pairs have
cumulative  effect and determine
the characters. 

 eg. Wheat kernel colour
(2 polygenes)  1 : 4 : 6 : 4 : 1 

 Human skin colour (3 polygenes)
 1 : 6 : 15 : 20 : 15 : 6 : 1 

Polygenes

Intragenic (Inter-allelic)

Occurs between alleles of the 
same gene. 

Gene
interaction

 Both genes express themselves
partially. 

 F1 shows intermediate expression.
 eg. In Mirabilis jalapa, cross

between Red flowered (RR) plant
and White flowered plant (rr)
produces Pink flowered (Rr)
plants. 

 Ratio  1 : 2 : 1 

Incomplete Dominance 

 Both alleles of a gene pair express
themselves equally in F1 hybrid. 

 eg. Coat colour in cattle.  
 A cross between Red coat (RR)

colour cattle with White coat
(WW) produces Roan colour
(RW) in F1 generation. Roans
have mixture of Red and White. 

 Ratio  1 : 2 : 1 

Co-dominance 

 Some genes have more than two
alleles and produce different
phenotypes. 

 eg. 5 different alleles for wing
type in Drosophila.  

 3 different alleles in ABO blood
groups in humans. 

Multiple AllelesM
endel’s law

s

of Inheritance
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Chapter 01 : Genetic Basis of Inheritance
       
 1.0 Introduction 
  
1. The phenomenon of ‘like begets like’ is due to  
 (A) genetics (B) heredity 
 (C) germplasm (D) variation  
2. Transmission of characters from one 

generation to the next or from parents to      
offsprings is called 

 (A) heredity (B) variation 
 (C) recombination (D) mutation  
3. Variation is 
 (A) differences between parents and          

offsprings. 
 (B) differences between individuals of same 

species. 
 (C) differences among the offsprings of the 

same parents. 
 (D) all of the above.  
4. The term “genetics” was coined by  
 (A) Morgan 
 (B) William Bateson 
 (C) Johannsen 
 (D) Karl Correns  
5. The greek word which means ‘to grow into’ is  
 (A) genetics (B) genesis 
 (C) inheritance (D) factor  
6. The first scientific explanation regarding 

inheritance was given by 
 (A) William Bateson  
 (B) Gregor Johann Mendel 
 (C) Griffith 
 (D) Johannsen  
7. Who is known as “Father of Genetics”?  
 (A) Theophrastus (B)   Stephen Hales 
 (C) Mendel (D) Aristotle  
 1.1 Mendelian inheritance 
  
8. Organisms produced by asexual reproduction 

are called 
 (A) clones  
 (B) offsprings 
 (C) factors  
 (D) both (A) and (B)  
9. Organisms produced by sexual reproduction 

are called  
 (A) offsprings (B) clones 
 (C) characters (D) genes 

10. Offsprings are 
 (A) exactly identical to either of their 

parents. 
 (B) not exactly identical to either of their 

parents. 
 (C) show intermediate characters inherited 

from both the parents. 
 (D) both (B) and (C) 
 
11. The term “factor” for gene was coined by 
 (A) William Bateson 
 (B) Johann Mendel 
 (C) Johannsen 
 (D) F. Griffith 
 
12. Gregor Mendel was born in  
 (A) U.K (B) Austria 
 (C) Russia (D) Czechoslovakia 
 
13. Mendel was a  
 (A) physiologist (B) mathematician 
 (C) cytologist (D) taxonomist 
 
14. The first scientific study leading to the 

formulation of laws of inheritance was carried 
out by  

 (A) Darwin (B) Hugo De Vries 
 (C) Lemarck (D) Mendel 
 
15. Under which title was Mendel’s work 

published in Natural History Society of 
Brunn?  

 (A) Mendel’s Laws of Inheritance 
 (B) Experiments in Plant Hybridization 
 (C) Experiment on Heredity and Variation 
 (D) Origin of Species 
 
16. Mendel’s laws were first published in the year 
 (A) 1875 (B) 1890 
 (C) 1928 (D) 1866 
 
17. The year 1900 A.D. is highly significant for 

geneticists due to  
 (A) chromosome theory of heredity 
 (B) discovery of genes 
 (C) rediscovery of Mendelism 
 (D) principle of linkage 
 
18. The Mendelian principles of inheritance were 

rediscovered by 
 (A) Sutton and Boveri  
 (B) Hugo de Vries, Tschermark and Correns 
 (C) Lederberg and Tatum 
 (D) Morgan 

Classical Thinking
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19. Mendel’s work was rediscovered by three 
biologists from which of the following 
countries? 

 (A) Holland, France and England  
 (B) Holland, England and Austria 
 (C) Germany, France and England  
 (D) Austria, Holland and Germany 
 
20. Mendel selected pea plant because of  
 (A) its short life span. 
 (B) it produced many seeds and large 

flowers.   
 (C) many contrasting characters.  
 (D) all of these 
 
21. The botanical name of garden pea is  
 (A) Pisum sativum 
 (B) Lathyrus odoratus 
 (C) Mangifera indica 
 (D) Solanum tuberosum 
 
22. Which of the following is a dominant 

character in pea? 
 (A) Wrinkled seeds 
 (B) Inflated pod 
 (C) Terminal flower 
 (D) Dwarf plant 
 
23. Which of the following character was not 

considered by Mendel? 
 (A) Seed coat colour 
 (B) Wrinkled or round leaves 
 (C) Tallness or dwarfness 
 (D) Position of flower 
 
24. An inherited character and its detectable 

variant is called  
 (A) allele  
 (B) trait 
 (C) gene  
 (D) both (A) and (B)  
25. Which one of the following best describes a 

gene? 
 (A) A triplet of nucleotide bases. 
 (B) A specific length of DNA responsible 

for the inheritance and expression of the 
character. 

 (C) A specific length of single stranded 
RNA. 

 (D) Both (B) and (C) 
 
26. Mendel’s “factors” are in fact   
 (A) units (B) chromosomes 
 (C) genes (D) none of these 

27. Who coined the term ‘gene’ for ‘factor’?  
 (A) Mendel (B) Morgan 
 (C) Johannsen (D) Punnett 
 
28. Alleles or allelomorphs occupy  
 (A) same position on homologous 

chromosomes. 
 (B) same position on heterozygous 

chromosomes. 
 (C) different position on homologous 

chromosomes. 
 (D) different position on heterozygous 

chromosomes. 
 
29. Who proposed the term ‘Allelomorph’?  
 (A) Hugo De Vries (B) Morgan 
 (C) Tschermak (D) Bateson 
 
30. Dominant allele means 
 (A) an allele whose effect is masked by 

another allele. 
 (B) an allele that prevents the expression of 

the other allele. 
 (C) an allele without any effect. 
 (D) an allele which cannot express in 

presence of other. 
 
31. The external appearance of an individual for 

any trait is called as 
 (A) phenotype (B) karyotype  
 (C) morphology (D) physique 
 
32. Genotype is  
 (A) genetic constitution of an organism. 
 (B) genetic constitution of somatic cells. 
 (C) genetic constitution of plastids. 
 (D) genetic constitution of germ cells. 
 
33. Homozygous individuals 
 (A) breed true to the trait. 
 (B) does not breed true to the trait. 
 (C) produce only one type of gamete. 
 (D) both (A) and (C) 
 
34. Which of the following term indicates a pair 

of dissimilar alleles?  
 (A) Homozygous  
 (B) Heterozygous  
 (C) Homologous  
 (D) All of these 
 
35. A cross between two pure individuals, 

differing in atleast one set of characters, is 
called 

 (A)   monohybrid (B) polyploid 
 (C)   mutant (D) variant 


